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BOOKS AND LITERATURE AVAILABLE 


Puerto Rican Nationalism. A Reader- English . . .. $5.00 

By Jose E. Lopez - 1977 - First Edition - 218 pages 

A collection of works which include the most important 
original material available in English about the Nationalist 
Party of Puerto Rico. Introductory note on the historical 
development of United States imperialism in Puerto Rico. 

Trilateral Commission: The New U.S. Imperialist 

World Strategy . . $3.00 

By M.L.N. Political Studies Commission - English 
1979 - First Edition - 84 pages 

A topic which has had little analysis, but which is essential 
to understand in order to program for the coming decade 
of the 80's. 

Toward People’s War for Independence and Socialism 
in Puerto Rico: In Defense of Armed Struggle - English. .. . $2.50 
By Interim Committee for a New 
Puerto Rican Solidarity Movement 

The book contains speeched and articles by leading forces 
in the revolutionary public Independence movement as well 
as statements and communiques from the armed clandestine 
organizations. 

***La Patria Radical - Spanish .. $4.00 

By Juan Antonio Corretjer - 1978 - Fourth Edition - 150 pages 

*** La Lucha Par La Independence 

de Puerto Rico - Spanish. ... $3.00 

By Juan Antonio Corretjer - 1977 - Firth Edition - 149 pages 


***These b/vo books will soon be available in English. 
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AGAINST REPRESSION 
AND FASCISM 


[ - INTERNACIONAL 
ASPECTS OF PROBLEM: 

The international crisis of 
capitalism, imperialism, and 
colonialism brings, as a conse¬ 
quence, the general collapse 
of bourgeois democracy in 
the industrialized nations as 
the crisis is deepened, and 
the working classes, the op¬ 
pressed nationalities and the 
minorities rebel. We are not 
proclaiming that capitalism 
will collapse in the near fu¬ 
ture, but we denounce the 
transformation from demo¬ 
cracy to fascism that is taking 
place. 

Everywhere in the world, 
nations declare the national¬ 
ization of their natural re¬ 
sources, impose a fair price 
on their commodities, and de¬ 
mand a new understanding 
v.liich gives them political 
stability, oppose military ag¬ 
gression, and the calls for the 
transfer of technology ade¬ 
quate for the transformation 
of their economy and the 
development of an industrial 
infrastructure. For their part, 
the national liberation move¬ 
ments and their socialist 


armed vanguards strike at the 
centers of the bourgeoisie and 
at the same time at the colon¬ 
ial territories. 

The factors are producing 
a withdrawal and a retreat by 
the Bourgeoisie to their lairs 
in the imperialist nations. 
From now on, they will have 
to increase their profit from 



the sweat of their own social 
classes, in the process, liquify¬ 
ing the benefits and bribes 
with which they have bought 
social peace in their own 
country. 

Imperialism is trying to 
create a favorable interna¬ 
tional balance through the re¬ 
organization of its structures. 
It forms a Trilateral Commis¬ 
sion, made up of three struc¬ 
tures: Council of Ministers 
(composed of the rulers of 
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the capitalist countries); the 
Commission itself (a body of 
about 250 experts in diverse 
fields, from the worker's 
movement to stockbrokers 
from the Wall Streets of the 
capitalist world. These 250 
have been recruited from the 
worker's aristocracy of their 
respective countries, tech¬ 
nicians, scientists, and brok¬ 
ers of the capitalist banks); 
the National Commissioners 
(made up of the totality of the 
bourgeoisie in the respective 
countries of an imperialist 
nature,) 

From the Trilateral Com¬ 
mission comes the leadership 
to implement the basic politics 
of the U.S. It is no accident 
that the U,S, exercises control 
of the process and the matters 
of political, economic and 
military substance in the Tri¬ 
lateral Commission. David 
Rockefeller directs it and 
Zbigniew Brzinski presides 
over it* 

But their acts are in vaii\ 
The crisis is deepening. The 
force of war and fascism is 
appearing on the horizon in 
the capitalist countries* 

H. NATIONAL ASPECTS OF 
PROBLEM: THE U.S. 

Reagan is tne most fascis- 
tic President the U.S. has had. 


He will have four years as 
President until the North 
American people kick him out 
of the white house; or, opting 
for suicide, they elect him to 
a second term of four years. 
The economic depression, 
although in part definitely 
manipulated, and inflation 
point out the general lack of 
confidence in the present 
economic system; these two 
tendencies follow each other 
and merge in vicious circles 
at an ever accelerating rate* 
Imperialism is trying to sta^ 
bilize the economy, to pro¬ 
duce a growing percentage 
of wealth for the bourgeoisie 
to transform their outdated 
industry to one that relies 
heavily on technology and 
robots. Their experts predict 
a whole new world of social 
technology which will per¬ 
mit the transfer of the pre¬ 
sent industrial technology to 
the underdeveloped countries, 
without any real transforma¬ 
tion of the current capitalist 
countries control over the 
market of International 
consumption. 

They are attempting to 
generate this new profit mar¬ 
gin from their own national 
productive capacity and the 
reorganization of their global 
political relationships. Here are 
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the budget cuts, (which are 
nothing more than the grow¬ 
ing transfer of public funds 
from the social service sector 
to military technifi cation. 
Here is anti-communism with 
terrorism on the flip side. The 
means to deal with the “com¬ 



munist threat” or the “ter¬ 
rorist threat" is repression. 
This is how they justify 
generalized repression to the 
masses. 

Repression is focused on 
the revolutionary sectors, be¬ 
cause the leadership of the 
mass feeling must be re¬ 
pressed. However, repression 
I will spread beyond these sec¬ 
tors to all the social sectors 
i which increasingly fill and ex¬ 
press their dissatisfaction with 
1 the domestic politics of the 
1 Trilateralists and their cur¬ 


rent puppet, Ronald Reagan. 
Today, all the intelligence a- 
genries are running to restore 
their files which in 1975 
had basic facts on more than 
a million North Americans, 
Puerto Ricans, both indepen- 
dcntistas and non-indepen- 
dentistas, Mexicans, Blacks, 
Native Americans, Asians and 
other national sectors. 

Today, repression is fo¬ 
cused on the revolutionary 
sectors of Puerto Rican, Black, 
Chicano/Mexicano and Native 
American nations. Speci¬ 
fically, they are using the 
Grand Juries to imprison and 
criminalize those sectors and 
scorning legal procedure in the 
process. 

When they realize that 
this is not enough, they will 
reorganize the whole justice 
system to insure more repres¬ 
sive laws. In fact, several 
laws have already been passed 
and there are several compre¬ 
hensive proposals pending to 
legalize repression. Fascism is 
drawing nearer. 

While fascism is coming 
closer, the people groan under 
increased economic adversity. 
Solutions are not to be seen. 
Confrontation is approaching. 
Revolutionary forces must 
unite. A solid front against 
repression is essential. 
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III. DEFENSIVE AND OF¬ 
FENSIVE PROGRAM 

AGAINST REPRESSION: 

The struggle against re¬ 
pression and fascism has, 
necessarily, two character¬ 
istics. 

First, defensive; to defend 
the victims of social and poli¬ 
tical repression, help political 
prisoners and prisoners of war, 
and group together all the 
progressive forces under at¬ 
tack. 

Second, offensive: mobi¬ 
lize protest of all types, to 
publicize cases of repression 
on all levels and to maintain 
popular pressure on the repres¬ 
sive agencies and jails. 

The programmatic com¬ 
bination of these factors must 
be the central theme of any 
conference. 

At the same time, the 
struggle against repression and 
fascism must include a plan 
of popular education so that 
the specific cases can be 
understood. Furthermore, it 
must project class ideology, 
which is essential, if we are 
to go beyong just one more 
reformist campaign. 

Finally, if we don’t carry 
out a program which includes 
all the forms of struggle 
available, the effectiveness of 


the struggle against repression 
and fascism will only win 
on the levels on which we are 
struggling. 

IV. PRACTICAL OBJEC¬ 
TIVES 

At the end of May, we will 
have a conference on all the 
aspects of the struggle a- 
gainst repression and fascism 
already described. As this 
time, it is appropriate to list 
several modest objectives of 
the first phase- 

First, to establish a cen¬ 
ter of national coordination. 
Second, to begin a local, na¬ 
tional and international cam¬ 
paign which will bring us 
to the two major events in 
the three month period of 
August to November 1982: 
The United Nations discussion 
of the case of Puerto Rico and 
the International Day of Sol¬ 
idarity with New Afrikan 
Freedom Fighters, which will 
also be a day of solidarity 
with the Puerto Rican Pri¬ 
soners of War. 

1982 must be an offensive 
year to gain International re¬ 
cognition for the prisoners of 
war and the political pri¬ 
soners in Yankee jails. We 
must try to advance politi¬ 
cal recognition of these cases 
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and create an impact on the 
organizations which do work 
on these cases of Prisoners 
of Conscience. — The United 
Nations Commission on Hu¬ 
man Rights and Amnesty 
International. We must also 
take the case of the prisoners 
to the Decolonization Com¬ 
mittee again and have it be 
discussed in the General As- 


This requires a process of 
discussions with influential or¬ 
ganizations inside the U.S.; 
with parties inside and out¬ 
side the U.S., and the consol¬ 
idation of a common front. 

We must identify all the 
resources, organizations, par¬ 
ties and governments which 
will facilitate our work. Do 
this first and then initiate the 



sembly. 

To do this we must in¬ 
form these International dele¬ 
gations and governments in ad¬ 
vance, have discussions with 
delegates and governments, 
and prepare documents, liter¬ 
ature, updates, and letters 
for the International com¬ 
munity. 


campaign. We must explain 
tliis to the people and mobil¬ 
ize masses from the months of 
August through November, 
for whatever day the demon¬ 
strations will be. We must 
mobilize the people and act. 
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THE COUNTER-REVOLUTION 
IN POLAND 

AND ANTI-COMMUNISM 


The October Revolution 
which brought the Bolshevik 
Party to power in Russia was 
not the complete hegemonic 
victory of the working class 
that many people believe it 
to be. At the very center of 
the revolution, bourgeois 
social democrats and the 
Menshevik petty bourgeoisie, 
historically opportunist, took 
advantage of the revolutionary 
storm by the working class 
to conceal themselves in the 
workers’ own party and to 
survive in positions of power. 

For quite a long time they 
resisted the necessary attack 
against the rich landowners 
(Kulaks). It was not until 
the Stalin period, prior to the 
Second World War, that a pro¬ 
gram was carried out to smash 
the centers of agricultural capi¬ 
talism and, in part, expell the 
bourgeois and petty bourgeois 
elements which lived as para¬ 
sites inside the Soviet Commu¬ 
nist Party. 

The Second World War and 
the fascist attack on the Soviet 
Union paralyzed the process 
and forced Stalin to bring a¬ 


bout a patriotic consensus 
leading to a common Russian 
front against Germany. On 
this basis we can explain the 
phenomenon ofKhruschevand 
the anti-Stalin reaction 
following the death of this 
brilliant leader of proletarian 
construction in the Soviet 
Union. 

The post-World War II pe¬ 
riod saw many European coun¬ 
tries liberated by the great Red 
Army. In Poland, liberation 
brought a patriotic front to 
power, led by the Polish Com¬ 
munist Party but including 
all the so-called “progressive 
and anti-fascist sectors” of the 
time, including Catholics, revo¬ 
lutionary nationalists and other 
neo-Trotskyist sectors. 

As the years passed the Po¬ 
lish Workers Party continued to 
develop with these sectors, at 
times anti-Communists, both 
within and outside the Party. 
The Khruschev reaction of the 
1950s allowed many of these 
disguised anti-communists to 
acquire power and privilege, 
distorting goals and objectives, 
undermining the basic charac- 
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ter of the Communist Parties 
in Europe, as well as the revo¬ 
lutionary character of Com¬ 
munist Parties in Some other 
parts of the world. 

The next period, 1950— 
1970, witnessed counter revo¬ 
lution in Hungary, Czecho¬ 
slovakia, Germany and Poland. 
In every case the Communist 
Parties, with Soviet aid, were 
strong enough to defeat the 
counter-revolution at the 
level of uprisings; however in 
some cases, like Poland, reac¬ 
tionary forces were — and still 
are— strong enough to bring a- 
bout a new arrangement which 
would leave reactionary struc¬ 
tures virtually intact. 

Imperialism, continually 
aggressive, has focused on 
these contradictions in order 
to undermine Communism as 
much as possible. Thus, the 
so-called dissident movements, 
which are nothing more than 
nuclei of alienated and degen¬ 
erate anti-social elements who, 
based in mysticism and the cult 
of individuality, preach the 
myth of personal liberty and 
anti-worker bourgeois demo¬ 
cracy. Also, fascist and Zionist 
elements spread a campaign of 
defamation against the Soviet 
Union as part of imperialist 
propaganda which preaches 


the so-called right of national 
exception. 

All of this could be an ab¬ 
stract question except for an 
enormous objective contra¬ 
diction which asks us the 
following question: How can 
U.S. imperialism speak about 
the rights of minorities if it 
denies them to its own mi¬ 
norities. How is it possible that 
Imperialism pushes for the 
rights of foreign citizens, when 
it represses and assassinates its 
own dissidents. 

This is the key to the 
contradiction which enables 
us to question everything the 
capitalist press and the U.S, 
government say about reality 
in the Communist countries. 

But there is more. The 
Reagan government in the U.S. 
and Margaret Thatcher’s go¬ 
vernment in England are the 
two governments closest to 
fascism and anti-worker reac¬ 
tion today. Those of us who 
live within the borders they 
control — Puerto Ricans, Irish, 
Blacks, Chicano—Mexicanos, 
Native Americans, know very 
well their anti-worker, anti¬ 
poor, anti-nationalities, anti¬ 
minorities practice; their 
politic of arms build-up, inter¬ 
vention and repression. Never¬ 
theless, these two countries 
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are leading the campaign of 
so-called support to those that 
they called the oppressed with¬ 
in the socialist world. The 
contradiction is obvious. How 
can they have the poor and 
oppressed in their own coun¬ 
try and defend them in others. 
The answer is easy: Reagan, 
Thatcher and international 
capitalist reaction are trying 
to undermine Communist in¬ 
fluence and create a new anti¬ 
communist barrier in the world. 
Their principal weapons are 
anti-communism and anti-terr¬ 
orism* Both substitute inven¬ 
ted fantasies for genuine de¬ 
velopment. 

First of all, anti-commun¬ 
ism reveals itself in the present 
period with a new disguise: 
anti-Soviet Union. Hidden un¬ 
der this disguise, the U.S.S.R. 
becomes, for anti-communists, 
another country of the im¬ 
perialist type. It is instilled in 
the infantile left and the pro¬ 
gressive masses of the world 
that this is a struggle between 
this supposed social imperia¬ 
lism and real yanki imperia¬ 
lism for hegemony. Some left 
sectors, particularly in the 
U.S M lack a true understanding 
of the nature of people's and 
working class struggles, leap to 
the attack against this sup¬ 
posed phantom of social im¬ 
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perialism and preach the dis~ 
torted thesis designed by the 
C.LA. to confuse the working 
class and to keep this class 
alienated from their only class 
ideology, Marxism-Leninism. 

Unfortunately the current 
sectarian quarrel between the 
Communist Parties of the So¬ 
viet Union, the People's Re¬ 
public of China and Albania 
encourage this. 

The aggressiveness and ca¬ 
pacity of yanki imperialist 
capital and its subsidiaries in 
Europe and japan promote 
the internal weaknesses of the 
United Fronts forged in post¬ 
war Europe, in order to cause 
conflicts which serve their in¬ 
terests: to depict the socialist 
countries as the dictatorial rule 
of corrupt technocracies. 

At the same time, they strip 
the national liberation move¬ 
ments of their true liberating 
character with the negative 
label of terrorism. They take 
advantage of the socialist desire 
for peace and social stability 
to block support for the revo¬ 
lutionary sectors, attempt to 
isolate them and liquidate 
their base with an ideological 
distortion of reality. Thus, 
according to imperialism, the 
anti-colonial struggles, such as 
Puerto Rico, Palestine and 
Ireland, are terroristic. They 
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easily find an echo in North 
American counter-intelligence, 
and within anti-communist 
sectors disguised as socialists 
that are eating away the heart 
of many Parties and socialist 
and progressive movements in 
the world. 

II. POLAND 

The case of Poland is an 
example of what we are saying. 
For several decades now, cor¬ 
ruption and reaction have un¬ 
dermined the Polish Workers’ 
Pirty. Anti-communist sectors 
within the Party have promoted 
personal wealth — villas and 
castles for high-level leaders, 
hunger for the people — and 
the approximation of imperial¬ 
ist financial structures. 

Poland, to a greater degree, 
and other socialist nations to a 
lesser extent, owe a huge 
amount to capitalist banks due 
to loans from the World Bank 
and the International Monetary 
Fund. Poland owes $25 billion. 

Polish revisionists thought 
that in this way they could link 
their nation’s economy with 
the world market, increase 
their exports to the West (they 
never went beyond the expor¬ 
tation of ham and bicycles) 
and, in the process, industri¬ 
alize Poland while they were 


developing through use of the 
loans an economic and social 
Stability, which would permit 
the consolidation of anti-wor¬ 
ker, classist hegemony. With 
the support of more than 100, 
000 polish emigres who return¬ 
ed from the U.S. and other 
capitalist nations to live in Po¬ 
land in the 1960’s, they for¬ 
ged ties with Polish emigre cir¬ 
cles in the U.S., with the C.I.A. 
and the Imperialist labor aris¬ 
tocracy of the AFL-CIO. The 
anti-communists attempt to 
coordinate the seizure of pow¬ 
er by occupying high positions 
within the Polish government 
bureaucracy in leadership posi¬ 
tions in provinces and indus¬ 
trial cities, in key posts in the 
Communist Party and as a van¬ 
guard of the reaction, group 
together all the anti-communist 
forces within an infrastructure 
of the working class, to which 
they gave the pretty name of 
Solidarity. Solidarity unites 
the diverse anti-communist in¬ 
terests which range from Cap¬ 
italists and Social Democrats 
to Trotskyists and other anti¬ 
social elements. 

The plan almost worked in 
December, 1981, we all know 
how Poland has been shaken 
by the attempt. 

Now it is important to 
know what Communism is cap- 
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able of doing. Because not only 
must we defeat the liberal ten¬ 
dencies which tempt us to sol¬ 
ve the problem according to a 
false concept of humanism, we 
must also smash reaction. 

At this time the Polish 
working class is capable of 
leading and deepening the true 
revolution from within Polish 
Society, getting rid of all forms 
of opportunism, revisionist, 
plague, individualistic corrup¬ 
tion and reorganizing the party 
so it can transform it into a 
true Polish Workers Party. 

III. OUR TASK AS REVOLU¬ 
TIONARIES 

A while ago, comrades 
from the Canadian Party of 
Labor <M-L) demonstrated to 
us their analytical capacity 
and class perspective when 
they pointed out the serious 
danger Solidarity represents 
for the working class world 
wide. They did so when the 
Polish Crisis had only just be¬ 
gun and when we in the Movi- 
miento de Liberacion Nacional 
(M.L.N.) were barely thinking 
about anything as remote as 
making this part ef our 
tasks. They fulfilled their pro¬ 
letarian duty — to clarify. 

The trust which the Liga 


Socialista Puertorriquena 
(M-L) has demonstrated in the 
Canadian Party of Labor (M-L) 
is supported by the fact that 
in Canada there is no or¬ 
ganization more loyal, in prac¬ 
tice, to the interests of the 
working class than this party 
led by Comrade Phil Taylor. 
He has personally sacrificed 
his time as well as the tasks of 
developing his own party in 
order to advance, when neces¬ 
sary, the interests of the Can¬ 
adian Working Class beyond 
the question of the Party. 

This is how a proletariat 
attuned to the working class- 
and a worker’s party-should 
analyze the question of class 
struggle in whatever situation 
he finds himself. If, indeed, 
the dynamics of liberation 
struggles are a source of dif¬ 
ferences, the question of the 
most fundamental working 
class interests are not. 

For this reason, the ques¬ 
tion of Poland is not simply of 
analytical importance or peri¬ 
pheral to the struggle for Na¬ 
tional Liberation in Puerto 
Rico. It is of central impor¬ 
tance for the struggle of all 
humanity against Imperialism, 
capitalism and revisionism. It 
is no longer just Poland for 
the Polish people; now it is a 
question of Poland for the 
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working class. We must be in colonial countries.” To our 


Solidarity with the struggle of 
the Polish working class against 
reaction, as revolutionaries, 
Puerto Rican Nationalists and 
principally, as Communists. 

We also have the revolu¬ 
tionary responsibility to fight 
against Anti-Sovietism as the 
principal characteristic of anti¬ 
communism in the present 
period. Not because we share a 
form of Sectarianism, such as 
the Party sectarianism which 
brings the Chinese, Albanians, 
and Soviets to fratricidal strug¬ 
gle for the hegemony of party 
blocks, but because today Im¬ 
perialist attacks led by That¬ 
cher and Reagan against work¬ 
ing class interests around the 
world are disguised as anti- 
Sovietism, not anti-China nor 
anti-Albania. 

Over and over again we 
have pointed out to our com¬ 
rades in the North American 
Left the truth of a statement 
made by an African comrade 
in a conference; “It is not the 
bombs, arms, money and over¬ 
all support of the Soviet Union 
which causes the reign of terror 
and repression in our country. 
It is the bombs, arms, money 
and support of Yankee Im¬ 
perialism which maintain dic¬ 
tatorships, repression and ter¬ 
ror in our semi-colonial and 


Puerto Rican Nationalist bro¬ 
thers and sisters we say the 
same: “The country which oc¬ 
cupies us and attacks our com¬ 
batants, which imprisons and 
represses us; which denies our 
most fundamental right to In¬ 
dependence and Social well 
being is not the Soviet Union, 
it is Yankee Imperialism. 

Let us know our enemy! 
The Soviets have supported the 
struggle for independence the 
Yankees reject it. Who is our 
friend and who is our enemy? 
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HISTORY 

IS 

HISTORY 


by Juan Antonie 
Corretjer 


The FBI was responsible 
for the repression unleashed 
against the students on Novem¬ 
ber 25th, 1981. That they 
were responsible was never the 
question. What we asked our¬ 
selves was why on this day. It 
seemed the wrong time. The 
answer can be placed in the 
logic of the facts. Theory 
corroborates this. 

The FBI came to Puerto 
Rico to persecute independent 
dentistas, Today, 46 years 
later, this is still their reason 
for existence in Puerto Rico. 
History is history. 

The FBI came to Puerto 
Rico in 1935, when the 
Nationalist Party was reaching 
its height. They came to orga- 
nize the destruction of the 
Nationalist Party. Their first 
steps showed the path they 
would follow. Their first speci¬ 
fic plan was the imprisonment 
of Albizu Campos., This was 
public knowledge by the be¬ 
ginning of 1936. 

On March 4, 1936 Albizu 
Campos stated to the press 
that he had information in¬ 


dicating "there is a gang of 
federal police with orders to 
arrest me.” These "federal 
police” were the FBL The tool 
chosen by the FBI to imprison 
Albizu Campos was the Federal 
Grand jury. Their first act of 
aggression against the Nationa¬ 
list Movement was my im¬ 
prisonment of one year for 
contempt, Albizu and other 
leaders were then immediately 
arrested and we were all tried 
for Seditious Conspiracy and 
sent to Atlanta, Georgia on 
June 6, 1937. However, be¬ 
tween April and August 1936, 
all the accused were held as 
prisoners. 

Also in 1937 the attorney 
Julio Pinto Gandia and a sub¬ 
stantial number of the Party's 
leaders, all persecuted by the 
FBI, were also sent to prison. 
By 1940 the FBI was directing 
its attacks against draft resis¬ 
ters. The third leadership body 
of the Nationalist Party, 
headed by Ramon Medina 
Ramirez, and Rafael Lopes 
Rosas was sent to Federal 
Prison, persecuted by the FBI 
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Medina Ramirez and his com- 
panero had barely warmed 
their jail cots before the FBI 
was already pursuing more 
leaders of the Nationalist 
Party .Julio deSantiago, interim 
president of the Nationalist 
Party, Paulino Castro and 
others were sent to federal 
prison by the FBI, Next, rank 
and file members were sent to 
prison. 

Without the pretext of the 
Second World War, and the 
possesion of a monopoly on 
atomics, yankee militarism pre¬ 
pared to dominate the world 
during the next 100 years. The 
“American century” is what 
imperialist pedantry called the 
grotesque nightmare which 
would soon cause them to lose 
their atomic monopoly and 
their ability to blackm 3 .il the 
world; it stopped them from 
winning the Korean War and 
caused them to lose in Viet 
Nam. 

But in Puerto Rico the 
federal police continued doing 
their dirty work. In 1948 they 
imprisoned a group of young 
leaders of the Nationalist Party . 
Among them was Rafael 
Cancel Miranda. In the middle 
of the 1950’s they went be¬ 
yond the ranks of the Nation¬ 
alist Party to persecute and 
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imprison members of another 
Independence organization: 
The People’s Union, whose 
center was in Guaynabo and 
which preceeded what would 
later become the Unitary 
Patriotic Action and the Move¬ 
ment for Puerto Rican In¬ 
dependence. A leader of 
this organization was afltreSted 
in Rio Piedras by F.B.I. 
agents and thrown into federal 
dungeons. But 1 should point 
out that in 1954 the leader¬ 
ship of the Communist Party 
was arrested—although not a 
single supposedly subversive 
fact could be found, except 
for the harassment by the 
FBI of imposing judicial 
terrorism in our country 
through the Smith McCarren 
Law. And in 1969, they forced 
the arrest of the Central Com¬ 
mittee of the Puerto Rican 
Socialist League. 

1 reviewed this rapidly in 
order to substantiate my as¬ 
sertion that in Puerto Rico no 
government organization (the 
police)-, no rightwing clan¬ 
destine organization carries 
out any violent acts against 
individuals or independence 
groups without the direct or 
indirect consent of the FBI. 
They are in charge of the police 
repression against independen- 
tistas. 
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On February 23, 1936 

Colonel Elisha Frances Rlgg, 
murderer of the Nationalists in 
Rio Piedras was killed by our 
glorious heroes Elias Beau¬ 
champ and Hiram Rosado. 
Washington, wanting to get 
out from under the murder, 
offered the position of Police 
Chief to Colonel Luis Raul 
Esteves, so he could continue 
with the massacre of the 
Nationalists. Esteves refused 
it. The person who accepted, 
was born in Puerto Rico and a 
supporter of Franco and of 
Spain; look for his name on 
the boots of General Winship 
and in the blood on the streets 
of Ponce. 

It was believed that that 
person replaced Colonel Riggs. 
Although he represented and 
would carry out “orders from 
above” in Washington he was 
the replacement for the dead 
man. Today we know this was 
not true. The real replacement 
for Colonel Riggs was the FBI. 
Through the years the FBI 
took control of the Police in 
Puerto Rico. The highest rank¬ 
ing officer of the colonial 
police is a subordinate of the 
FBI. Therefore, it was the FBI 
which decided to carry out 
the repressive action in the 
city and campus of Rio Piedras 
on November 25th. 


We ask ourselves, why? It 
did not appear to be an oppor¬ 
tune moment for U.S. Imperia¬ 
lism to politically benefit from 
the attack. A simulated libera¬ 
lism would have been more 
prudent, considering that the 
case of Puerto Rico was being 
debated in the U.S. at that 
moment, to mention only 
one factor. 

But there is another factor 
to consider which sheds light 
on the matter. 

Theoretically and histori¬ 
cally, the advancement of state¬ 
hood throughout the U.S.’s 
entire history of acquiring 
territory, territory which was 
not part of the Federal State 
since its original constitution, 
has generated repression. Just 
ask the inhabitants of the 
so-called Southwest of the U.S. 
occupied Mexico, where every 
day ‘anglos’ kill at least 1 
Chicauo. Just for being a 
Chicano. As the 21st century 
comes closer, the day when 
U.S. Imperialism loses its 
territory approaches. 

Now we can see how 
Reagan’s cannibalistic nature 
planned to make a very formal, 
public demonstration promo¬ 
ting Statehood for Puerto 
Rico. Is there a strike at the 
University of Rio Piedras? 
Good, that’s the excuse. Blows, 
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shots, tear gas against the 
students. And just so there is 
no doubt that this intention is 
widespread, repression is 
carried out up and down the 
streets of Rio Piedras. 

Meanwhile, two simulta¬ 
neous events took place--both 
strongly opposing Imperialist 
goals. The O.S. privately corn- 
suits the governments of practi¬ 



cally all the nations in the 
World and their plans for state¬ 
hood are rejected by practically 
all the leaders they consulted. 
Reagan’s horse slips and is 
reined in* 

Here, in Puerto Rico, some¬ 
thing important happens. The 
Macheteros blow up the Elec¬ 
tric Power station in the Con- 
dado district. The F + BJ.rou¬ 
tine men to the end , send the 
riot troops to the University 
to face another March 11th. 

However, the .Macheteros, 
like all the clandestine revolu- 
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tionary leadership, are not led 
by routine people. They are 
extraordinary people who avoid 
the routine which causes an ex¬ 
travagance of idiocy in such 
situations as Puerto Rico. 

The wooden horse of the 
F.B.E, limping, puts its tail 
between its legs. The colonial 
Supreme Court orders Miro 
Montilla. He obeys. The situa¬ 
tion becomes calm. They want 
to return to the routine which 
only favors the system. 

But the extraordinary will 
happen. It is the nature of the 
situation in Puerto Rico. 

Taken from EL NUEVO D1A } 
December 28 , 1981 
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TO OUR COMPATRIOTS 
LIVING SOUTH 
OF THE 

IMPOSED BORDER 


The Movimiento de Lib¬ 
eration Nacional (M.L.N.) 
would like to take this oppor¬ 
tunity to explain to our mexi- 
can brothers our political posi¬ 
tion on the colonization and 
the conditions of life of 18 
million Mexicans who live in 
the U.S., or rather occupied 
Mexico. 

We are a national anti-im¬ 
perialist organization of Chi- 
cano/Mexicanos and Puerto 
Ricans, the 2 largest Spanish 
speaking populations in the 
Yankee Federation. 

In the states today known 
as Texas, California, Arizona, 
New Mexico, Colorado, Utah, 
and Nevada, the Chicano- 
Mexicano people have devel¬ 
oped a long history of struggle 
against our principal common 
enemy: NORTH AMERICAN 
IMPERIALISM. 

It is a struggle in which 
outstanding revolutionaries 
like Luis Jr. Martinez, Ricardo 
Falcon, and Carlos Zapata were 
persecuted and assassinated 


for the “crime” of wanting to 
change the miserable condi¬ 
tions in which the Chicano/ 
Mexicanos live as a result of the 
exploitation they are subjected 
to by the U.S. government. 

Our national identity has 
been so destroyed by U.S. Im¬ 
perialism that many of us do 
not even want to consider our¬ 
selves Mexicans. These contra¬ 
dictions, created by the pro¬ 
cess of assimilation and an in¬ 
feriority complex, cause us to 
call ourselves Spanish-Ameri- 
cans, Mexican-Americans and 
Hispanic-Americatis, etc. 

The height of this assimila¬ 
tion is when we even change 
our names and only want to 
speak English. This is what we 
call Colonialism and it has a 
single intent: to destroy our 
national identity, our cons¬ 
ciousness and our role in the 
historic development of hu¬ 
manity. 

Since 1836, Mexico has 
been the victim of multiple in¬ 
justices and crimes bv the 
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U.S. 

Along with this gradual usurp- 
tion we encounter a psycholo¬ 
gical domination, whose objec¬ 
tive is to uproot a people, as 
part of a process of implanting 
a “colonial mentality” by 
means of terror, racism and 
denigration. Racism is the 
crutch on which Imperialism 
supports itself, in the era of its 
decline, which it uses to divide 
the working people. 


people. 

It is this mental border 
which calls us pachucos, sell¬ 
outs, yankeefied, etc. or 
thieves, beggars, good-for- 
nothings, which must be 
destroyed. 

The situation of the 
Chicano/Mexicano people in 
occupied Mexico is charac¬ 
terized by functional illiteracy, 
physical and social sickness, a 
denial of our labor rights, out- 
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Although the north ameri- 
can working class is exploited 
by the Imperialist system, few 
workers recognize this and 
therefore do not support the 
liberation stuggles being deve¬ 
loped by third world people in 
the U.S.. 

The physical border which 
divides our people is obviously 
not as strong as claimed, since 
our people cross it daily, in 
spite of the Migra (Immigra¬ 
tion), and the roundups. How¬ 
ever, what is even more dan¬ 
gerous is the “Mental Border” 
which divides the Mexican 


right repression, a lack of 
education, jobs, medical 
services, housing, transporta¬ 
tion, etc. 

Social Services, supposedly 
established to help the poor, 
in other words, the Chicano/ 
Mexicanos, Black, Puerto 
Ricans and Native Americans 
have actually helped U.S. Im¬ 
perialism by stifling and con¬ 
taining movements in the 60’s. 

Our people have the 
natural right to seek and 
establish a society where the 
Mexican people enjoy what we 
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produce, as well as create a 
society where the exploitation 
of man by man is ended for¬ 
ever. To recognize the treaty 
of Guadalupe Hidalgo is to 
legitimize imperialism. 

Thus, the goal of our move¬ 
ment in Mexico, to organize 
the vanguard in our occupied 



territory and to achieve the 
Socialist Reunification of our 
Nation. 


Because of this the yankee 
State has organized the Federal 
Grand Jury, to legalize and 
justify the imprisonment of 
members and leaders of the 
M.L.N. 

The Grand Jury is nothing 
more than a tool used at oppor¬ 
tune moments by the F.B.I., 
C.I.A. and Justice Department 
to dismember our organization. 

We are being investigated 
because we have unity, based 
on revolutionary principles, 
with leading organizations in 
Puerto Rico and revolutionary 
Mexican organizations, like 
the Committee for Popular 


Defense. We support the 
position of non-cooperation 
with the Federal Grand Jury 
even though 5 of our com- 
paneros have been subpoened 
to appear in New York City - 
which means 18 months or 
more in jail. 

The Grand Jury is used 
when harassment, persecution 
and intimidation no longer 
work. 

Therefore, we denounce 
the U.S. Imperialist govern¬ 
ment as an oppressor, exploi- 
tator and repressor of our 
people. 


FROM 

CLANDESTINITY 

★ FACE TO FACE WITH THE 
GRAND JURY 


★ CLANDESTINE STRUGGLE, 
MASS STRUGGLE.... 


★ THE P.R.T.P. ON POLAND 


★ CROSSROADS AND EXIT 
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FACE TO FACE WITH THE 
GRAND JURY 


In the magazine Pensamien- 
to Critico (Year 4, Nm 26 - 
Oct.-Nov. 1981) the question 
of the Grand Jury is posed 
once again. The magazine re¬ 
affirms its original position that 
like every self-respecting indc- 
pendentista it will refuse to 
submit in any way to a sub¬ 
poena issued by the group of 
prison guards disguised as a 
“Jury*” This means going 
directly from court to a U.S. 
jail. The editorial was written 
just before one of the maga¬ 
zine’s directors, lawyer Jorge 
Farinacci was called to appear 
before the Grand Jury. To this 
day, Farinacci has not been 
found by the federal agents 
and the F.B .1. 

So far we have no objec¬ 
tions to the editorial written 
by our fraternal colleague, but 
already in the middle of this 
important opinion, there is a 
statement which not only 
appears dangerous to us, but 
also requires a denial by us. 
This, is precisely what the 
editorial states, and is exactly 
the point we wish to discuss: 
We quote, literally, the edito¬ 
rial in Pensamienio Critico: 


“On the other hand, res- 
peered companeros, as we ex¬ 
change ideas regarding the 
tasks confronting us in view of 
the growing use of the Grand 
Jury in Puerto Rico, we per¬ 
ceive the need to discuss and 
reevaluate the position taken 
by the Independence Move¬ 
ment in the face of this In¬ 
stitution. To sum up, although 
we recognize the sinister 
characteristics of the institu¬ 
tion; it is presently assuming 
different forms, since the sub¬ 
poenas issued do not call on 
people to testify regarding any 
information they might or 
might not have not on any 
labor leader or person in parti¬ 
cular. They are only calling on 
people to show the finan¬ 
cial records of a union, give 
hair samples, finger-prints, 
hand-writing samples, parti¬ 
cipate in a line-up and other 
gestures easily obtained by 
other methods used by the 
police for indentification. Or, 
in the case of the unions, by 
asking other government agen¬ 
cies for the annual reports the 
unions submit. In other words, 
the companeros point out, the 
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only goal of the Grand Jury is 
to imprison labor leaders, their 
lawyers and other participants 
in our struggle without having 
to ask them a single question 
about their political, profes¬ 
sional or personal activity - 
since they lack any evidence 
with which to accuse them of 
any crime whatsoever,” (End 
of Quote). 

We hasten to disagree with 
the position expressed by the 
editor in Pemamiento Critico. 



It represents backing down, 
pacification and acquiescence. 
It represents the only victory 
achieved by the Grand Jury 
since its first aggression 45 
years ago. It is a corrupting 
influence for the entire move¬ 


ment of resistance to imperi¬ 
alism. We would like to reaffirm 
that resistance to the Grand 
jury must measure up to the 
precedent set by those who 
have refused until now to co¬ 
operate with the Grand Jury — 
those like Carlos Noya and 
Norberto Cintron Fiallo, who 
are still prisoners. 

We state that one of the 
direct goals of the Grand jury 
is to penetrate the national 
spirit in order to periodically 
take the patriotic temperature. 
The suggestions of the “re- 
spected companeros” who 
wrote the editorial in Pensa- 
miento Critico are a public 
testimony given to the Grand 
Jury of a new yankee-like 
understanding of personal 
dignity operating in its pro¬ 
ponents. But the Grand Jury 
should not be fooled. You 
can expect a Puerto Rican - 
style response, unlike any 
dreamed of. 

It saddens us, that Pen- 
samiento Critico does not 
suggest a single political so¬ 
lution to the cowardly pro¬ 
posals which their “respected 
companeros” make to them* 

The rruth is that we have 
been far too tolerant of the 
Grand Jury. It is unfortunately 
true that we tend to judge-the 
criminal pro-yankees who 
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make up the Grand Jury 
merely as opportunist, retired 
government employees who 
are taking advantage of the 
situation to add some funds to 
their pension or bored house¬ 
wives who participate in the 
Grand Jury in order to escape 
the tediousness of their homes. 
This is not at all the case. 
After 45 years of Grand Jury 
experience and with all the 
struggles the Independence 
Movement has had with the 
Grand Jury, no one goes to 
the Grand Jury without know¬ 
ing they are there to send com¬ 
patriots to jail. They are retired 
people, opportunists and bored 
house wives. But they are also 
all shameless, and a group of 
traitors who must be made to 
understand that they are not 
fooling us. 

The weaker our response is 
to the Grand Jury, the harsher 
the Grand Jury will be against 
the independence, union and 
socialist leadership. After the 
“respected companeros” of 
Pensamiento Critico achieve 
a weakening of Grand Jury re¬ 
sistance, (which they will not 
achieve) they will ask the 
subpoenees to lick the boots 
of the prosecutors. It is un- 
believeable that the “respected 
companeros” of Pensamiento 


Critico believe that once they 
have fulfilled the humiliating 
demands of the Grand Jury, 
that they would not be asked 
to testify. From now on we 
must make the Jury, both 
men and women, understand 
that they will be treated as 
what they are: traitors and 
infected rats who deserve a 
diet of electric paste. 



Taken from El VOLUNTARIO 
organ of the Organizacion de 
Voluntaries por la Revolucion 
Puertorriquena, Oct./Nov. 1981 
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CLANDESTINE STRUGGLE, 
MASS STRUGGLE.... 


Taken from PENSAMIENTO 
CR1TIC0, August/Sept. 1981 

(Ed. note: The military 
operation carried out by the 
Ejercito Popular Boricua (EPB- 
Macheteros) against the Muniz 
Air Base last January 12th, 
1981, has been a topic of wide¬ 
spread discussion in Puerto 
Rico and abroad. In the acticle 
below, which we received in 
our mailbox at the end of 
June, the PRTP-EPB presents 
their political-military concep¬ 
tion and criteria for clandes¬ 
tine organization and mass 
struggle. 

OUR POLITICAL-MILITARY 
CONCEPTION AND MUNIZ 
AIR BASE 

Our political-military con¬ 
ception of the party is the 
cornerstone of our politics. 
Many companeros, when they 
refer to our organization, focus 
on the armed practice of the 
EPB, separating it from the 
PRTP (Partido Revolucionario 
de los Trabajadores Pucrtorri- 
quenos - Revolutionary Party 


of the Puerto Rican Workers), 
or even worse, don’t take into 
account the existence of the 
PRTP, which gives a totally 
false vision of our organization 
and goals. 

For us, the building of the 
Revolutionary Party of the 
Puerto Rican Workers is the 
principal task of the moment. 
This party must be a clan¬ 
destine party of cadre, led by 
the working class and its 
ideology, and closely linked to 
the popular masses. We under¬ 
stand that the Party will be 
created in the heat of the 
people’s economic, social, 
democratic and political 
struggles against yanqui im¬ 
perialism and its lackeys. We 
do not attempt to assert 
whether the party will be crea¬ 
ted through the consolidation 
of one of the patriotic and 
revolutionary organizations 
currently existing or through 
the fusion or unification of 
several or all of them. We 
believe that the process of 
struggle will determine how it 
is created. What is truly impor¬ 
tant is to work on both fronts, 
with the correct line, to ad- 
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vance the process and not to 
idealize or have misconceptions 
about it. 

On the other hand, we 
understand that posing ques¬ 
tions regarding whether some¬ 
thing would happen before 
or after the creation of the 
party is not productive and 
the real difficulty lies in doing 
and advancing all possible 
revolutionary work which 
advances the construction of 
the Party and the revolutionary 
process. Concretely, we give 
maximum priority to the 
development of mass work to 
internal consolidation, to 
moving closer politically to 
other revolutionaries, and to 
the work of preparing and 
executing actions of armed 
propaganda. 

We have said that our prin¬ 
cipal task is the creation of a 
Revolutionary Party of the 
Puerto Rican Workers, which is 
clandestine, consists of cadres, 
led by the proletariat and its 
ideology and densely linked to 
the popular masses. No 
member of the revolutionary 
left would attempt to refute 
the last three characteristics, 
which we understand are fun¬ 
damental. However, we know 
that other patriotic and revo¬ 
lutionary organizations don’t 


share our criteria on the orga¬ 
nizational importance of clan- 
destinity in political-organiza¬ 
tional tasks. We understand 
that this is the most polemical 
aspect of our politics and one 
we must elaborate further. 

Clandestinity is, for us, the 
base on which we establish 
all the political organization of 
the Party. And, as the revolu¬ 
tion is a product of organiza¬ 
tion, it is illusory to talk of 
independence or revolution 
based fundamentally on 
legality. This is so, because we 
understand that yankee Impe¬ 
rialism will never hand us the 
independence of Puerto Rico 
on a silver platter, since this 
would go against its geo-poli¬ 
tical, economic and military 
interests. On the contrary, we 
already have more than enough 
of our own and other people’s 
experience, independent of 
any analysis on the nature of 
Imperialism and the State, to 
know that they will oppose 
our true independence with 
tooth and nail. 

Once we understand this 
basic truth, it is essential, both 
for our survival and to obtain 
indispensable tactical advan¬ 
tages against a more powerful 
enemy, that the organizing 
work leading to the achieve¬ 
ment of our national liberation 
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be carried out from clandes- 
tinity. In our work of politi¬ 
cally organizing for indepen¬ 
dence we can not deceive our¬ 
selves, nor the people, as re¬ 
gards legality. Thus, for us the 
public political organization or 
what is commonly known as a 
“legal organization” is just as 
mistaken as is the idea of 
achieving national liberation 
through electoral participation. 

For the PRTP it is a 
question of principle to edu¬ 
cate the working class and the 
people in general about the 
basic idea that in order to 
eliminate capitalist exploita¬ 
tion and to achieve our inde¬ 
pendence violence is the fun¬ 
damental path. Regardless of 
which stage the process is in, it 
will always be necessary to use 
it and we must exercise it. Any 
organization which calls itself 
revolutionary must be an 
enemy of the oppressor 
system, in both theory and 
practice, as regards the utili¬ 
zation of violence. Those who 
speak of “armed struggle” 
from legal positions, are either 
playing at struggling for inde¬ 
pendence and the revolution 
or they are waiting for the 
popular insurrection without 
pointing out the way with 
arms. Concretely, we can not 


talk about independence and 
revolution, and be consistent 
with the practice this requires, 
without being persecuted and 
hit by the enemy. 

Conceiving the party fun¬ 
damentally as a clandestine 
one, does not mean that all 
organizing work with the 
masses develops clandestinely. 
We understand that legality 
can and must be used for the 
economic, democratic and 
social struggles. Our members 
(not our fighters) openly par¬ 
ticipate in these struggles but 
we still continually take into 
consideration the repressive 
conditions of the so-called 
“democracy” we live in; and 
that even the struggle for the 
most basic rights, such as 
forming unions, is repressed 
with every means available. It* 
is one thing to use legality and 
it is another to be a legal 
organization. There are tactical 
questions for each conception. 
What is -strategic for us is that 
we must swim like fish in the 
water of our people’s struggles, 
while we as a party and organi¬ 
zation of struggle, in the 
struggle for liberation must 
keep the most rigorous clan- 
destinity. 

The supposed advantages 
of legality are only mirages or 
Siren’s songs which deceive the 
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revolutionary organization 
that submits its political orga¬ 
nization to legality by func¬ 
tioning openly. At best, you 
can achieve governmental con¬ 
trol, as in Chile, Indonesia 
and Guatemala and then... In 
other cases the political-mili- 
tary organization necessary to 
achieve, eventually, the over¬ 
throw of the State and the de¬ 
feat of imperialism is post¬ 
poned indefinitely - for claim¬ 
ing a lack of conditions, im¬ 
maturity of the stage, etc. 
Nevertheless, the clandestine 
revolutionary organization can 
use legality and the breadth of 
economic, democratic and 
social struggles to organize the 
masses and strengthen them¬ 
selves without falling into 
enemy traps, or, at least, re¬ 
ducing the risk. 

Now, the process of 
terming this revolutionary 
Party of the Workers, for which 
we are working, has as its 
principal task of the moment, 
to work with the masses, giving 
priority to the working class. 
This is because, as we see it, 
the greatest weakness of the 
revolutionary movement is its 
relative lack of connection to 
and influence among the 
masses. This means working in 
all the economic, democratic 


and social struggles of the 
people, with the goal of im¬ 
proving their living conditions, 
their degree of organization 
and raising their consciousness. 
Revolutionary cadres must be 
formed among the masses, and 
our committment tempered. 
We must learn among the 
masses and confront theory 
with practice, to elevate their 
level of ideological develop¬ 
ment. Although we understand 
that it is fundamentally 
through this work that rhe 
party will be strengthened and 
protected, this does not mean 
that we give mote importance 
to party work in the mass front 
than to the development of 
the front itself. Any position 
which is not a matter of prin¬ 
ciples, which goes against the 
mass front, in the long or short 
term will have negative results. 
Alter all, what is the point of 
being in a front of struggle, if 
the only participants are inde- 
pendentistas or if the front 
loses its ability to serve the 
masses? Struggling incorrectly 
or inopportunely for appa¬ 
rently vanguard positions, will 
result in the masses rejecting 
any political attempt which 
goes beyond the healthy re¬ 
action of disgust with politi- 
king and sectarianism. 
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This brings us to the topic 
of unity between the patriotic 
and revolutionary sectors. 
Next to mass work and inter¬ 
nal consolidation, the coming 
at this time and be sure that 
they are will taken, without 
the greatest importance for 
our organization we don’t insist 
on the creation of one prior 
to the creation of another, nor 
can we predict whether the 
formation of a party will be 
the product of the fusion of 
organizations or the consoli¬ 
dation of one organization. 
History will indicate which is 
the path we will all walk on. 
Nevertheless, we feel that it is 
more important to work for 
unity than to issue calls for it. 
Total or abstract unity is im¬ 
possible, but we can stop 
making negative criticisms, 
maintain ideological debates in 
appropriate forums and look 
for the points which unite us, 
take every step towards unity 
at this time and be sure that the 
they are well taken, with out 
deluding ourselves or claiming 
to go beyond what is possible 
at the time in order to avoid 
future disappointments. We 
can not try to achieve hege¬ 
mony and we must recognize 
that we all make mistakes and 
we must value their rectifica¬ 
tion. We understand that the 


greatest impediments for 
greater communication are 
sectarianism and hegemonism. 

Regarding the National 
Liberation Front, or whatever 
we call the unity of the patrio¬ 
tic forces, and the building of 
the working class party, our 
politics are clear. We refer to 
the words of the unforgettable 
revolutionary Vietnamese 
leader Ho Chi Minh, during 
a debate in the Worker’s Party 
of Viet Nam on the priority 
of the Party and the Front, 
“Without the Party, who will 
create the Front? Without the 
Front, who will protect the 
Party?” 

If it is true that the need 
to work for the creation of a 
Revolutionary Party in Puerto 
Rico is recognized by various 
organizations, we also realize 
that different views exist re¬ 
garding the character of this 
party. This is reflected in poli¬ 
tical projections on a short 
and medium-term basis, and 
forms or methods of work 
towards its development. 

For the PRTP, the objec¬ 
tive of destroying the capi¬ 
talist and colonial state through 
armed struggle, calls for pre¬ 
paratory tasks and permanent 
actions for the revolutionary 
movement, independent of the 
degree of priority which they 
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can take at different stages of 
the struggle. It is the political 
period which determines the 
form of struggle at each stage. 

The revolutionary move¬ 
ment can not lose sight of the 
principle that we must fight 
with arms in hand, not only 
on paper, to win the definitive 
liberation of our country and 
the installation of a truly 
popular democracy. 

The revolutionary move¬ 
ment generally recognizes that 
we still find ourselves at a dis¬ 
advantage facing the enemy. 
The correlation of forces is un¬ 
favorable for the revolutionary 
movement at the current time. 
We are in the stage of strategic 
defense in regards to Imperi¬ 
alism. 

Following this principle, 
and using clandestinity as a 
basic defensive measure, and 
conscious of the tong and 
patient process which clandes¬ 
tinity implies for the task of 
organizing, we work to create 
the conditions needed to carry 
out armed actions of propa¬ 
ganda and to obtain social 
demands, when the political 
situation demands it. In the 
current period, military work 
of the PRTP-EPB, principally 
implies the preparation of 
conditions to carry out armed 


propaganda. To elaborate 
publicly on what this prepara¬ 
tion means in our concrete 
work, would be improper and 
a political-military error. 

We would like to clarify 
what Armed Propaganda is 
Armed propaganda has two 
sides to it: to act in defense of 
the demands of the working 
class and the popular masses 
or a sector of them so they 
will identify the party and 
army as theirs and second, 
demonstrate that it is possible 
to militarily organize ourselves 
to struggle for our Indepen¬ 
dence and Liberation and to 
win! For the PRTP, it is 
necessary that, although we 
are at a disadvantage in relation 
to the enemy, they will not re¬ 
main unpunished. In other 
words, although strategically 
we are on the defensive, it is 
not passive, rather we can pass 
to a tactical offensive at a given 
time to point out the path and 
to plant hope in the struggle 
of our people. 

It is within the general 
framework of these political 
views towards the party, mass 
work, the Left and armed 
struggle, that the political 
leadership of thePRTPanalyzes 
the current period and gives 
out instructions to the EPB 
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fighters to carry out the action 
Pitirre II at Muniz Air Base. 
For the PRTP, the period was 
defined by several factors 
which made up the framework 
of political conditions which 
made Pitirre II both necessary 
and desirable. 

The revolutionary move¬ 
ment in its totality was in a 
relatively weak situation as a 
result of the limited tie and 
influence between the revolu¬ 
tionary class and its allies, its 
organic dispersion and its 
work methods. In short, the 
revolutionary movement was 
incapable of clearly pointing 
out a political alternative to 
the patriotic movement and 
the people. 

The patriotic movement, 
in general, also suffered from 
the same deficiencies, with the 
added dead weight of its elec¬ 
toral participation. We anti¬ 
cipated another huge dosage 
of disillusionment and frustra¬ 
tion in this sector once the 
November 1980 elections were 
over. 

The popular masses were 
demonstrating a growing dis¬ 
agreement, which could later 
be partially guaranteed through 
the numbers of electoral ab¬ 
stentions, but were unable to 
channel this rejection on to 
envision an alternative, pre¬ 


cisely as a result of the weak¬ 
ness of the patriotic and 
revolutionary movements. 
Faced with this dilemma, even 
when considering the growing 
disagreement the people re¬ 
mained in the political and 
organizational shadow of the 
colonial, bourgeois parties. 

On the other hand, the 
Imperialist annexationist of¬ 
fensive continued, although 
with some tactical adjustments 
in response to the internal 
situation. The Reagan-Bush and 
Republican Party victory, both 
from the sector of imperialism 
which see Statehood/Annexa¬ 
tion as their strategy for Puerto 
Rico, indicated that the an¬ 
nexationist’s offensive would 
continue despite the “deficit” 
suffered in their plans for a 
1982 “plebescite.” 

To this national political 
panorama, must be added the 
conflicts of the international 
situation, both in the Caribbean 
and globally, the growing dan¬ 
ger of a Third World War. 

All this demanded that a 
real protest to the politiking, 
colonialism, annexation, geno¬ 
cide against the Salvadorean 
people, and the danger of 
nuclear extermination be pre¬ 
sented to the people. It was 
absolutely necessary to pro- 
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pagandize the concept of revo¬ 
lutionary armed struggle, to 
the people. Although, at the 
time, it could not be presented 
as a more concrete organiza¬ 
tional alternative, at least it 
would establish the revolu¬ 
tionary movement as a force 
and factor to be respected 
No leaflet, document or 
demonstration within the 
patriotic and revolutionary 
movement could have effec¬ 
tively projected this. Faced 
with this, an action like Pitirre 
II would fulfill our goals. There 
was no doubt as to the pro¬ 
paganda impact it would have, 
since we knew that so many 
yanqui planes had not been 
destroyed in a single action 
since the Vietnamese War of 
Liberation and the TET 
military offensive. 

The most important factor 
to consider, the political 
climate, was given, since the 
degree of acceptance, neutral¬ 
ity and disagreement by the 
masses and other organized 
political sectors, and the 
possibilities of isolation and/or 
repression by the enemy gave 
us a favorable balance and 
tipped the scales in favor of 
the operation. 

The masses rejection of the 
colonial politiking, the anti- 
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Romero and anti-annexation 
feeling, the stagnation and 
frustration of the organized, 
patriotic movement guaranteed 
support of massive sympathy. 
The scope of the action guaran¬ 
teed respect and the propaga¬ 
tion of the message. At the 
same time, the regime could 
not create adverse public re¬ 
actions in order to isolate us, 
nor did it have the political 
climate in which it could carry 
out indiscriminate repression 
of the people. 

We anticipated, more for 
security than ideology, that 
the leadership of Left organi¬ 
zations, with the possible 
exception of the Nationalist 
Party and the Socialist League, 
would not openly support the 
action carried out by the Ma- 
cheteros. 

Even with this political 
climate, the decision was not 
made lightly. Although Imperi¬ 
alism has always repressed 
liberation struggles, not only 
in Puerto Rico, but in all the 
world, we were operating from 
within, in what they consider 
their territory, and they could 
take it out on left companeros. 
Nevertheless, we were also 
aware of the need to present 
the masses with a revolutionary 
alternative. All victorious revo- 
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THE MACHETEROS ON 
POLAND 

PRTP-EPB 

Press Communique 
San Juan , Puerto Rico 
Dec . 28 , 1981 


The Republic of Poland is 
immersed in an acute crisis 
and potentially threatened 
with a civil war and foreign 
intervention into its inter¬ 
nal problems. At the moment, 
this intervention has been ex¬ 
pressed in an underhanded 
way. 

The PRTP, in the face of 
these events, denounces North 
American imperialism for its 
co unt er-revo hit io nary provo¬ 
cation and supports the Polish 
workers in their perseverance 
to achieve greater victories for 
the Polish working class and 
the entire working class world¬ 
wide, opening the way for the 
exercise of true proletarian 
democracy. 

The demands of the Polish 
workers under the prevailing 
conditions are legitimate. 
They are, in essence, strug¬ 
gles against corruption, and 
demands for greater participa¬ 
tion in government affairs. 
They are just demands that 


point toward the effective 
concretization of a proletarian 
democracy, which is nothing 
more than the maximum as¬ 
piration of salaried workers. 

Intervention by North 
American imperialism in the 
internal affairs of the Polish 
people through the CIA 
threatens to hold back the 
revolutionary development of 
the polish working class. The 
advances for proletarian demo¬ 
cracy won by the Polish 
people since the end of World 
War II and during the recent 
months by the Solidarity 
movement have been frustrat¬ 
ed by the provocations of the 
U.S. government, which has 
moved those leaders under the 
control of the CIA in a reac¬ 
tionary and completely dema¬ 
gogic way to make motions 
to confront the government 
and threaten it with a sup¬ 
posed “seizure of power.” 

Events during the past 
months have dearly demon- 
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strated, that the Polish govern¬ 
ment would prefer to use 
negotiation not military force 
to resolve the problem. This 
is particularly true because 
Solidarity showed itself to be 
a genuine mass movement 
whose demands never ceased 
to be of high revolutionary 
and class content. The coun- 
ter-revo 1 utio nary provecation 
of North American imperial¬ 
ism produced an immediate 
reaction on the part of the 
Polish government. Without 
a doubt, Poland was being 
taken over by total chaos 
through the militarization; the 
application of Martial Law T and 
the creation of a “Council 
for National Salvation’’ were 
to be expected. 

The Washington govern¬ 
ment and its unconditional 
Puerto Rican supporters make 
an enormous show of cynicism 
and hypocrisy in saying that 
"they support the Polish 
workers,” particularly when 
they are totally incapable of 
applying the minimum de¬ 
mands of the Polish workers 
to the workers in Puerto Rico. 
The history of imperialism in 
relation to the people is of 
support for the most murder¬ 
ous and counter-revolutionary 
regimes in existence. 

IIow can Mr, Reagan speak 
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of support for the Polish 
workers when he is the one 
directly responsible for the 
murder of more than 
30,000 workers and peasants 
in El Salvador, supporting 
the Military Junta that governs 
that country and the Martial 
Law that has ruled there for 
years. Isn’t this perhaps a 
demonstration of the greatest 
hypocrisy to say he supports 
Solidarity in Poland wnue in 
his own country they merci¬ 
lessly fire all the air traffic 
controllers when they de¬ 
mand some benefits? And, 
of even more significance, how 
is it possible to speak of 
supporting the victories of the 
Polish workers when Mr. 
Reagan himself is the one 
most responsible for unem¬ 
ployment in his country, for 
the cuts in funding for the 
dispossessed classes, and when 
any move for more workers 
participation in the adminis¬ 
tration of industry in the U.S. 
is totally annihilated and re¬ 
pressed for being communist? 

The history of imperialism 
throughout the world is a his¬ 
tory of support for the most 
brutal regimes - one of in¬ 
stalling puppet regimes, of 
maintaining in power dictators 
like: Trujillo, Batista, Pino¬ 
chet, Stroessner, Somoza and 
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other craftsmen of assassina¬ 
tion and death. How can they 
speak of support for the Polish 
workers when they are capable 
of engineering support for the 
Duvalier dynasty on whose 
shoulders fall the worst crimes 
that could be committed a- 
gainst any people? 

If the hypocrasy of the 
Reagan government is truly 
repugnant, worse is the babble 
of the local Puerto Rican 
parrots, led by the governor 
of Puerto Rico, who have on 
their hands the famous Cerro 
Maravilla case, the mass firing 
of workers in the adminis¬ 
tration and public services, the 
National Guard for corruption 
with their Guillemards, Venon 
Nazarios, Sagardias and other 
“public servants’*, the attacks 
and repression against the 
UTIER workers (who only 
demanded better salaries, not 
administrative participation); 
the negative actions in Villa 
Sin Miedo; and, of even great¬ 
er repressive impact: their 
heartless policy against the 
University students; as well 
as the inconcievable creation of 
concentration camps, now in 
use against our Haitian bro¬ 
thers and sisters on our soil - 
just to mention the most 
recent cases. We Puerto Rican 


workers have to analyze the 
experience suffered in Poland 
and also understand the in¬ 
tentions of imperialism to 
apply a similar policy in 
this country, for the benefit 
of our own revolutionary de¬ 
velopment. 

North American imperial¬ 
ism has its reasons to insti¬ 
gate problems in Poland, and 
they have nothing to do with 
the rights of the Polish work¬ 
ers. Their intention is purely 
and simply counter-revolu¬ 
tionary and is tied to the 
present crisis of the world 
capitalist system and of North 
American imperialism in par¬ 
ticular. Their objective is to 
deepen the world crisis, to 
threaten a World War III, to 
demoralize the peoples struggl¬ 
ing for socialism — all to open 
a breach in the confrontation 
with the Soviet Union, to 
revise their economic system 
and save it from possible 
destruction. That is the 
reason for the theatrical 
threats by Mr. Reagan and his 
crocodile tears. 

We Puerto Rican workers 
will not let them deceive us. 
We have to continue our 
growing struggle to win our 
right to build a free, indep¬ 
endent and neutral homeland, 
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STRUGGLE CONT. 

lutionary parties, in the 
U.S.S.R*, China, Viet Nam, 
Cuba, and Nicaragua were 
formed not in the absence of 
repression, but under condi¬ 
tions of extreme repression. 

There was another impor¬ 
tant factor, the situation of 
our brothers and sisters in El 
Salvador. Our patriotic move¬ 
ment and cause has enjoyed a 
great deal of solidarity from 
the peoples of the world, and 
we felt responsible to fulfill 
our share of proletarian inter¬ 
nationalism . To the degree 
with which we could strongly 
strike our common enemy, we 
would give the most valuable 
support to the FMLN and 
FDR companeros in El SaE 
vador. 

This is the path we have 
designed and these are the 
tasks which we have imposed 
on ourselves; to fight along 
with the masses for their de¬ 
mands as the principal task to 
create and consolidate their 
organization; develop patrio¬ 
tic and revolutionary unity; 
and create and consolidate our 
organization as a contribution 
to the building of the revolu¬ 
tionary party of the Puerto 
Rican Workers. 


POLAND CONT. 

as well as our rights as Puerto 
Rican workers. We call on 
all the workers and unemploy¬ 
ed in our country to demon¬ 
strate our support for the 
Polish workers by struggling 
for the same demands in our 
country, struggling against un¬ 
employment for a greater pro¬ 
portion of the fruits of pro¬ 
duction, and for a greater 
participation in the adminis¬ 
tration of all the industries 
of our country. Le us do it, 
and we will see how soon the 
hypocrisy of this government 
ends!. 

FOR A FREE AND 
NEUTRAL PUERTO RICO! 

FOR A TRUE WORKERS 3 
DEMOCRACY! 

FOR THE RIGHT TO WQjRK 
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CROSSROADS 
AND EXIT 


From materials to con¬ 
struct motors for B-52 bombers 
to materials to make bayonets, 
the U.S. depends on the 
massive importation of vital 
materials for national defense 
from politically unstable 
countries of the 'third World 
or from the Communist bloc. 

Key members in Reagan's 
cabinet fear that a global crisis 
would cut the flow of these 
imports, thus seriously affecting 
the efforts of the federal 
government to stockpile these 
strategically indispensable 
materials. 

In order to minimize the 
effects of a sudden cut in the 
flow of these materials, the 
federal government began to 
stockpile them in the 50*s. 
Nevertheless, critics argued 
that the program has failed and 
is obsolete, since it provides 
less than half of the needed 
materials. They attribute this 
to the fact that originally the 
stockpiling was designed for 
a war of five years waged with 
the technology of the fifties. 
Today they have many ma¬ 
terials of doubtful application 
to wars in the current period. 


The plan currently used 
for stockpiling assumes a war 
of 3 years between the U.S, 
and the U.S,S.R.-and their re¬ 
spective allies—using all the 
weapons in their arsenal except 
nuclear ones. This change in 
planning has led members of 
Congress and industrial experts 
to predict that the import 
crisis-called a “war of re¬ 
sources” by the Secretary of 
State, Alexander Haig-will 
alter the policies of the state 
in diverse areas. 

Let us examine some 
dimensions of the problem: 

— Almost all the metal used in 
the modern construction of jet 
propelled planes or U.S. tanks 
comes from imported alloys. 
Only Siberia and South Africa 
supply these metals needed 
for the construction of wea¬ 
pons: 96% of the chromium, 
97% of the vanadium, 65% of 
the cobalt and 80% of the 
manganese* 

— The stockpile of these and 
other resources, 93 strategic 
resources in all, is only 48% of 
the amount needed for a con¬ 
ventional war. For example 
the U.S. has only 17% of the 
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titanium needed if the U.S.S.R. 
were to halt its exports. 

— The motor of a modem jet 
contains the foCowing: 5,000 
pounds of titanium, 5,000 of 
chrome, 900 of cobalt, 200 of 
nickel. The U.S. imports 35% 
of its titanium from Canada 
and Australia, 92% of the 
chrome from South Africa, 
the U.S.S.R., Zimbabwe and 
Turkey, 97% of the cobalt 
from Zaire, Belgium, Zambia 
and Finland and 77% of its 
nickel from Canada, New Cale¬ 
donia and the Dominican 
Republic. 

The cobalt, chromium and 
titanium supplies are far below 
the amount currently fixed by 
thestockpile system established 
by the General Services Admi¬ 
nistration, the agency which 
provides space for the 116 
stockpiles scattered through¬ 
out the country. 

Haig and other experts de¬ 
nounce the military action 
by the U.S.S.R. and Cuba 
in Africa, South America and 
the Caribbean as part of a plan 
to cut the flow of strategic 
resources towards the U.S. In 
order to stop this supposed 
plan, military and industrial 
proponents of a reform in the 
stockpiling system are pressur¬ 
ing for the opening of new 


mines, inok$dmg new under¬ 
water mining, in which the 
Caribbean represents one of 
the greatest reserves of stra¬ 
tegic resources. 

The underwater reserves 
in the Caribbean are very im¬ 
portant from the strategic 
point of view, since they con¬ 
sist of the dispersion, on the 
ocean floor, of nodules of 
manganese and the other 
strategic metals. 

Nevertheless, no other 
mining activity is as vulnerable 
to political fluctuations as is 
underwater mining, since these 
deposits are found in interna¬ 
tional waters and the U.S. has 
prevented the approval of a 
U.N. agreement on the division 
of these resources. Thus it is 
necessary that the base of ope¬ 
rations of this particularly vul¬ 
nerable advanced technology 
be in a region politically and 
militarily controlled by the U 5. 

Puerto Rico has been de¬ 
scribed as the natural place 
to carry out this activity for 
two reasons. The U.S. pre¬ 
sence and military domination 
of Puerto Rico guarantee the 
operation of this new techno¬ 
logy. But also huge deposits 
of strategic metals have also 
been found in the area of 
Maunabo which, together with 
the nickel of Mayaguez, could 
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be used to round out the 
mining operation and make it 
more economical for the multi¬ 
nationals involved. 

All of the above demon¬ 
strates how the strategic value 
of Puerto Rico has drastically 
increased in the last five years. 
It is no longer just a geo¬ 
graphically important point 
for the U.S. Navy; it is also 
becoming a center of major 
importance to obtain and to 
transport strategic metals for 
North American war industries. 

Nevertheless, in spite of the 
new strategic importance of 
Puerto Rico, the Puerto Rican 
clandestine movement is rela¬ 
tively isolated from the warlike 
currents which are antagoniz¬ 
ing the U.S. 

Only through actions 
which make the strategic posi¬ 
tion of the U.S. more vulner¬ 
able in the face of its in¬ 
creasingly antagonistic ene¬ 
mies, will we achieve inter¬ 
national recognition of the 
importance the Puerto Rican 
clandestine movement has as a 
rearguard from within inter¬ 
national imperialism. 

This is a normal strategic 
position within the Leninist 
theory of imperialism. We 
point. it out in response to 
the mistaken line of the most 


ponderous centers of the 
socialist world, Peking as well 
as Moscow, which underesti¬ 
mates the military role of the 
proletarian revolution in a 
place as important as Puerto 
Rico. We do not put this 
forward as a requirement, but 
rather as a clarification of why 
we have chosen to distance 
ourselves from an obsolete line; 
of a consciousness of our role 
independent and still inter¬ 
nationally coherent, but with 
a coherency which will save us 
from any possible repetition 


of 1898. 



Taken from El VOLUNTARIO 
organ of the Organizacion de 
Voluntarios por la Revolucion 
Puertorriquena,Oct./Nov.1981 
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DOCUMENT 

ON THE EXPLOITATION OF 
PUERTO RICO S MINERAL 
RESOURCES 


— An interview with two engineers from the Cultural Arts 
Workshop in Adjuntas, Puerto Rico. 


Q: Could you give a brief des¬ 
cription of the situation of 
mineral resources in Puerto 
Rico, and the strategy of the 
U.S. regarding economic devel¬ 
opment in Puerto Rico, Plan 
2020 and the Caribbean? 

A: The factors that are im¬ 
pelling economic development 
based on copper mining are 
the following: first, the failure 
of the entire economy based 
on the petrochemical industry. 
All the factors that made this 
type of economy viable have 
failed; therefore this has 
created an internal economic 
crisis in the colony, which has 
obliged the government to 
search for alternatives to 
sustain itself politically and 
economically. All of this is 
from a point of view internal 
to Puerto Rico. There are also 
external factors: as inter¬ 
national politics become tenser 


every day, as war comes closer, 
the U.S. needs a whole gamut 
of strategic minerals it does 
not possess. Some of these are 
in Puerto Rico. This is an addi¬ 
tional factor in their attempt 
to push mineral exploitation. 
Beyond this, in the central 
area of the Atlantic Ocean they 
have discovered deposits of 
manganese, also a strategic 
mineral. The U.S. intends to 
exploit the riches of the 
ocean beds. They intend to 
use Puerto Rico as a base of 
operations for this mining, 
basically because Puerto Rico 
is politically convenient. This 
also has military implications, 
because the presence of this 
industry in the ocean guaran¬ 
tees them control of maritime 
routes in the Caribbean. This 
is also part of the Reagan policy 
for the Caribbean: he plans to 
extract certain minerals from 
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some of the countries in the 
Caribbean Basin to refine them 
in Puerto Rico. All of these 
factors join together and push 
the development of mining in 
Puerto Rico. 

Q: Could you describe the 
plan for mineral exploitation 
in the area of Adjuntas? 

A: We are speaking of copper, 
because copper mining is the 
most dangerous type of min¬ 
ing that could happen in 
Puerto Rico, due to the geo¬ 
graphic location of the de¬ 
posits of copper. We are 
speaking of the very center of 
the island, the origin of a 
great part of the rivers car¬ 
rying water to more than a 
million people. All these 
plans for copper mining began 
at the end of the 50s, in 1958 
of 1959, through a prospect¬ 
ing expedition carried out by 
those companies, Amex and 
Kennecott. This process con¬ 
tinued until 1965 more or less. 
Afterwards they continued ex¬ 
ploring the length and ‘ breath i 
of the island, discovering var¬ 
ious deposits — among them 
deposits of nickel. Deposits 
of nickel in the west of the 
island. These deposits con¬ 
stitute 40% of the reserves 
of nickel in territory con¬ 
trolled by the U.S. In add¬ 


ition, in the region of 
Maunabo they have found de¬ 
posits of iron,, magnesium, 
chrome, cobalt and other 
strategic metals. But we 
give more emphasis, although 
everything is important, to 
copper mining, because this is 
what really endangers the in¬ 
tegrity of our national terri¬ 
tory, It is the mineral which 
the North American govern¬ 
ment is most pressured to 
exploit. It is the most im¬ 
mediate activity we believe 
will be carried out. We say 
copper mining is the most 
dangerous because the copper 
is in sulfarite form. This form 
when exposed to the atoms- 
phere, would contaminate the 
water; there would be a huge 
effect of erosion since a great 
quantity of rain falls in the 
area. Therefore, copper mining 
is the most dangerous kind, 
beyond the fact that — being 
the first — it would facilitate 
the subsequent exploitation of 
all the rest of the mineral 
resources. Since nearly all of 
the minerals in Puerto Rico 
are non-ferrous, they fall in 
the same category of industry 
and therefore when a process 
of smelting and refining of 
copper is established, it would 
serve for the rest of the 
minerals or non-ferrous me¬ 
tals. 
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Q: To run these heavy indus¬ 
tries will require greatly in¬ 
creased levels of electrical 
energy. How will Puerto Rico 
obtain the coal to produce 
this electricity? 

A: In Puerto Rico there are 
no deposits of coal. This 
type of mineral deposit is 
found in geological strata of 
considerable age. It requires 
the formation of vegetable 
life that, after dying and 
being buried in the earth, 
takes millions and millions of 
years to be converted to 
coal. This is not the case 
in Puerto Rico. Puerto Rico 
being a volcanic island, is geo¬ 
logically too young to form 
carbon. Now they are plan¬ 
ning to bring the coal from the 
east coast of the U.S. and 
Columbia. Among the owners 
of this coal is Kennecott. 

Q; Then Kennecott is going 
to be the owner of the coal 
and also of the mines? 

A: Correct. Kennecott has 
an entire monoploy program. 

Q: A movement has grown 
against this plan , for example 
in the part of Aguada, where 
the coal will be shipped in. 
The plan is to build a deep¬ 
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water port. Also in Adjuntas 
itself we have seen a move¬ 
ment grow against the ex¬ 
ploitation of copper. Could 
you tell us how this movement 
has come about? 

A: Yes, there was a plan to 
establish a coal-burning electri¬ 
cal generating plant in Aguada. 
But now the opposition has 
been so great that the govern¬ 
ment gave in and stopped 
immediate plans for construc¬ 
tion. Of course, this does 
not resolve the long-term 
problem they have of esta¬ 
blishing new generating plans. 
The present system, even 
though it actually has a sur¬ 
plus generating capacity, is not 
dependable because of poor 
maintenance. Every once in 
a while one of the turbines 
breaks down and there are 
blackouts. They want to re¬ 
solve these problems by mod¬ 
ifying the design of the boilers 
of the generating plants in 
Aguime. They would modify 
the boilers so that they 
would bum coal instead of 
burning oil derived from 
petroleum. But this is a short¬ 
term solution. In the long run 
they need to build new gen¬ 
erating plants. This is why 
the plant to be constructed 
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in Aguada has not been com¬ 
pletely dismissed. But the 
immediate danger has passed. 
In Adjuntas, because of the 
news of mining exploitation 
arriving in the town, a move¬ 
ment has developed in oppo¬ 
sition, built by the Cultural 
Arts Workshop. This Work¬ 
shop has taken the program to 
various towns, to different 
neighborhoods of Adjuntas. 
Their activities include a pre¬ 
sentation at the Puerto Rican 
Bar Association 

We have participated 
in radio programs. We have 
participated in television pro¬ 
grams. And this whole move¬ 
ment has generated a strong 
opposition to mineral exploi¬ 
tation in Adjuntas. We are 
now planning to extend it to 
all the other towns affected 
by it. 

Q : How many people will 

he affected directly by these 
plans ? 

A: Strictly due to contamin- 
ation of water resources there 
are more than a million 
people — a third of the total 
population of Puerto Rico. 
Indirectly practically all of 
Puerto Rico will be affected 
by contamination of the 
water, the air, the water 


table. Our experience is that 
the movement against this pro¬ 
ject grows bigger every day. 

Q: What has been the reac¬ 
tion of the people affected? 

A: We have visited the rural 
areas in the mountains, and we 
have noted in the campesinos 
a strong attitude against min¬ 
eral exploitation, especially in 
this area. In fact they put for¬ 
ward the need for organiza¬ 
tion, for violence, to stop 
these plans. They understand 
that through protests, 
marches, flyers they are not 
doing any good against min¬ 
eral exploitation. And they 
go further than what is usually 
done. In fact they understand 
that we have to take all these 
steps because this is like a 
process, shouting and carrying 
the message. But we do be¬ 
lieve that the people are pre¬ 
pared and ready for a struggle. 

Q: Have the political parties 
in Puerto Rico taken positions 
against these plans? 

A: No. The only political 

party that has taken any 
position has been the L.S.P. 
The colonialist parties, like the 
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PPDand the PNP, have as¬ 
sumed an attitude of absolute 
silence. This can be explained 
by the fact that both ate ac¬ 
complices to these projects. 
The PPD because they were 
the ones who designed Plan 
2020 and the PNP because 
they are the ones who are 
now in power and are now 
negotiating with the mining 
companies. Both parties know 
that to make this all public 
would cause a tremendous 
commotion. Both parties are 
accomplices in maintaining an 
absolute silence. The PIP 
falls in this same category. 

Q: What has been the posi¬ 

tion of the P.S.P.? 

The PSP has taken the posi¬ 
tion ‘'Puerto Rican mines or 
no mines.” That means that 
they put forward the idea 
that mining activity can take 
place in the (future) Republic. 
That is, if there is a political 
change mineral exploitation 
can take place. Recently 
they have been closely as¬ 
sociated with the PPD because 
of the promises floating a- 
round about a supposed assoc- 
ciated republic and because of 
this theory that I explained 
earlier, they believe that min¬ 
eral exploitation can be the 


economic base for the Repub¬ 
lic, AH of this is part of 
a colonial conception of what 
a people are about. Sub can 

consciously they believe that 
Puerto Rico doesn’t have re¬ 
sources to develop itself as a 
Republic and that copper min¬ 
ing will come to be the salva¬ 
tion for the construction of 
the Republic. This is an en¬ 
tirely colonial conception be¬ 
cause it liquidates completely 
the fact that the foundation of 
a people, the essential part 
of a nation, is its people and 
not the resources it might 
have. For example, Japan is 
today an industrial power 
of the first magnitude and it 
has no fundamental natural re¬ 
sources except its people, its 
labor pow T er. And the PSP 
in a sense has boycotted all 
our propaganda, all our acti¬ 
vities, because we maintain 
that in the forseeable future 
these mines cannot be devel¬ 
oped because the risk of 
destruction is so great that 
it endangers pur territorial 
integrity and therefore our 
very nationhood. 

We maintain that any 
economic activity has to bene¬ 
fit the people. If we support 
an economic activity that is 
going to destroy our territory 
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we cannot hope that the 
human beings — and there¬ 
fore the essence of Puerto 
Rico, its population — can be 
developed as a nation while 
we are destroying the very 
territory from which we are 
growing. 

Q: What has the armed clan¬ 
destine movement done in 
relation to this question? 

A: To my knowledge, I 

haven’t read of anything. 
What is happening is that it 
is a young movement and we 
are just in the last months 
bringing out the information 
we have. 

According to what I know 
they wrote a communique in 
respect to the use of non- 
renewable resources. Up to 
now, there has been no di¬ 
rect operation relative to this 
struggle. 

Q: What can we do here in 

solidarity with your struggle? 

A: I believe that in the stage 
we are at, the most important 
thing is to make the Puerto 
Rican communities here in. 
Chicago and the rest of the 
U,S, aware of the situation 
and what it implies in terms of 
our nationhood. In this way, 


through a eonseientization, 
we can create a firm opposi¬ 
tion to mineral exploitation. 
Although for the moment it 
may be a merely ideological 
or verbal opposition. 1 believe 
that that is the fundamental 
task for everyone now. Per¬ 
haps you can also help us from 
the point of view of resources. 
You have more resources 
than we do there, and in this 
sense also you might help us, 

Q: Can you sum up by dis¬ 
cussing the relationship of the 
struggle against the mines to 
the overall struggle for indep¬ 
endence for Puerto Rico? 

A: We believe that the strug¬ 
gle against mineral exploita¬ 
tion can transform itself with¬ 
in a defensive struggle into an 
offensive struggle and demon¬ 
strate that only independence 
for Puerto Rico can guaran¬ 
tee the territorial integrity of 
Puerto Rico, as well as its 
culture, language, music, its 
folklore — all the particu¬ 
larities that define a nation. 
Mineral exploitation is an at¬ 
tempt against our territory 
and against the homeland of 
the Puerto Ricans. We under¬ 
stand that only independence 
can guarantee that Puerto 
Rico will nor be destroyed. 


FROM THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
FORUM 


+ PRESENTATION TO THE 
* DECOLONIZATION 
COMMITTEE 

BY MICHAEL DEUTSCH 
(INTERNATIONAL LEGAL 
CONSULTANT TO THE 
ELEVEN PUERTO RICAN 
PRISONERS OF WAR) 

+ REPORT BY THE 
C.U.C.R.F. 

Federico Cintron 

ORGANIZATIONAL SECRETARY,UNITARY 
COMMITTEE AGAINST REPRESSION AND 
IN DEFENSE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS. 
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PRESENTATION TO THE 
DECOIONIZATION COMMITTEE 


PRESENTATION BY 
MICHAEL DEUTSCH 
(INTERNATIONAL LEGAL 
CONSULTANT TO THE 
ELEVEN PUERTO RICAN 
PRISONERS OF WAR) TO 
THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE 
ON DECOLONIZATION, 
UNITED NATIONS, 
AUGUST 17, 1981 

Honorable Chairman and 
Distinguished Delegates: 

I want to thank this Com¬ 
mittee for providing me the 
opportunity to come before 
you during your hearings on 
the colonial status of Puerto 
Rico, I appear here as the legal 
representative of eleven Puerto 
Rican freedom fighters slan¬ 
dered as “terrorists” and im¬ 
prisoned by the U*S. govern¬ 
ment, in furtherance of its 
efforts to deny independence 
and freedom to the people of 
Puerto Rico. With me is a 
member of the Civic Com¬ 
mittee in Support of Puerto 
Rican Prisoners of War, an 
organization based in Chicago, 
New York and Puerto Rico, 
composed of clergy, teachers. 


lawyers and other concerned 
Puerto Rican and North 
American people who support 
the right of captured Puerto 
Rican freedom fighters to 
Prisoner of War status. Our 
purpose here today is to report 
to the Committee about the 
status and treatment of the 
imprisoned Puerto Rican com¬ 
batants and vo secure from 
this body a clear affirmation 
of your repeatedly stated 
position that, because the true 
criminals under international 
law are those who impose 
colonialism, not those who are 
forced to take up arms to win 
their freedom, the eleven 
captured Puerto Rican freedom 
fighters are entitled to Prisoner 
of War status and immediate 
release. 

In August of last year we 
filed with this body, as well as 
the Secretary General, the 
United Nations Human Rights 
Commission, and the Bureau 
of Coordination of the Con¬ 
ference of Non-Aligned Coun¬ 
tries a “Petition to the United 
Nations by Eleven Puerto 
Rican Anti-Colonial Freedom 
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Fighters, For Recognition of 
their status as Prisoners of War 
and All Appropriate Measures 
to Secure their Release from 
Detention and Imprisonment 
in the United States.” 

Our Petition describes the 
capture of the eleven armed 
combatants in Evanston, Ill., 
on April 4, 1980, their con¬ 
sistent assertion of their right 
to Prisoner of War status, and 
their principled refusal to legi¬ 
timize the U.S. government’s 
illegal colonial domination of 
Puerto Rico by any form of 
participation in the U.S. judi¬ 
cial process. The Petition ex¬ 
plains how ten of the comba¬ 
tants were tried and convicted 
in Illinois state courts on char¬ 
ges of armed robbery and pos¬ 
session of weapons, during pro¬ 
ceedings in which they were 
bound, gagged and beaten in 
open court, their families and 
supporters were forcibly clear¬ 
ed from the courthouse, and 
their legal consultants were ar¬ 
rested, threatened and held in 
contempt of court. The Peti¬ 
tion further shows how a U.S. 
federal court sentenced the 
eleventh captured fighter, 

Maria Hayd'ee Torres to 

life in prison on tne contrived 
basis of a partial fingerprint 
allegedly linking her to the 
bombing of a Mobil Oil Co. 
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building, in which a person 
died because company officials 
who had evacuated the execu¬ 
tive suites after a telephone 
warning, refused to have the 
rest of the building cleared. 

The main body of our Peti¬ 
tion sets forth the factual and 
legal basis for the Prisoner of 
War position asserted by the- 
Eleven. It begins by reviewing 
the historical circumstances 
which have caused this Com¬ 
mittee several times during the 
past ten years to find that the 
Puerto Rican people have been 
subjected to colonial domina¬ 
tion and are entitled to in¬ 
dependence and self-determin¬ 
ation. The Petition recalls for 
this honorable Committee: 

—how the Puerto Rican people 
had won autonomy from Spain 
and were exercising sovereign 
power over their own land 
when the U.S. invaded Puerto 
Rico in 1898 and occupied it 
militarily; 

—how the conquering power 
imposed U.S. citizenship on 
the people of Puerto Rico and 
conscripted them into the U.S. 
Army, while retaining comp¬ 
lete control over their govern¬ 
ment; 
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^how the U.S. colonial admini¬ 
stration helped U.S, corpora- 
tions to destroy Puerto Rico's 
prosperous, diversified, self- 
sufficient economy in order to 
exploit the land, labor and na¬ 
tural resources of the Puerto 
Rican People; and 

—how the expropriation of 
their means of livelihood forced 
nearly one half of the Puerto 
Rican people to migrate to the 
metropolitan mainland, where 
they have continued to suffer 
brutal colonial oppression ex¬ 
acerbated by racism. 

Our petition establishes; 

—that the change in status to a 
“Commonwealth ™ 0 * E stado 

Libre Asociado'*) in 1952 did 
not change any essential as¬ 
pect of U.S, colonial domina¬ 
tion of Puerto Rico; 

that the U.S* has manipula¬ 
ted plebiscites conducted un¬ 
der its control to create the 
false impression that the peo¬ 
ple of Puerto Rico have agreed 
to remain subjugated; and 

—that, in fact, throughout their 
history the Puerto Rican peo¬ 
ple living in their homeland 
and in the metropolis have 
militantly resisted all forms of 
colonial domination. 


We describe for the Com¬ 
mittee; 

—how the mass struggle for in- 
dependence led by Don Pedro 
Albizu Campos and the Nation¬ 
alist Party of Puerto Rico was 
brutally repressed by assassina¬ 
tions, false arrests and prosecu¬ 
tions, and vicious armed at¬ 
tacks, including the “Ponce 
Massacre™ of 1937 and the 
bombing and strafing of the 
people of Jayuya and Utuado 
in 1950, until all the Party's 
leaders and hundreds of its 
cadre were jailed or killed; 

—how Puerto Rican patriots 
learned from this experience, 
and from liberation struggles 
in Cuba, Algeria, Viet Nam and 
around the world, of the need 
for clandestine guerrilla action 
to provide the initiative and 
nucleus for successful people's 
war; 

—how there has developed, on 
this basis, the armed clandes¬ 
tine movement in which the 
eleven petitioners arc comba¬ 
tants, a movement which in¬ 
cludes “Las Fuerzas Armadas 
de Liberacion Nacional Puerto- 
rriquenas" (F*AX.N.) in the 
U.S-, and several groups in 
Puerto Rico; 
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—how this movement has de¬ 
veloped the capacity to issue 
joint communiques and to 
mount coordinated actions 
against the U.S. military and 
corporate presence in Puerto 
Rico, and 

—how the actions by the armed 
clandestine movement have 
complemented a resurgence of 
militant mass action for Puerto 
Rican independence directed 
at U.S, Naval shelling of the 
Puerto Rican off-island of Vie¬ 
ques, freedom for the five 
Nationalist patriots who the 
U.S. had illegally imprisoned 
for more than 25 years, sup¬ 
port for militant workers’ 
struggles, and resistance to U.S. 
plans to annex Puerto Rico by 
making it a 51st state. 

It was just such a history 
of colonial subjugation and 
anti-colonial mass action and 
guerrilla warfare - in the case 
of the heroic armed struggle 
of the Algerian people to liber¬ 
ate their country from French 
colonialism - that prompted 
the United Nations to affirm 
the right and legitimacy of a 
Decolonization War. Resolu¬ 
tion 1514, enacted Dec 14, 
1960, proclaims “the necessity 
of bringing to a speedy and un¬ 
conditional end to colonialism 


in all its forms and manifesta¬ 
tions.’’Five days after this en¬ 
actment, the General Assembly 
officially recognized the right 
of the Algerian people to self- 
determination and indepen¬ 
dence, as well as the need for 
effective guarantees to insure 

In October, 1970, the 
General Assembly established 
a program of action for deco¬ 
lonization, declaring colonia¬ 
lism a crime in violation of the 
United Nations Charter, the 
“Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples,’’ and 
the principles of international 
law. The Assembly specifically 
affirmed “the right of colonial 
peoples to struggle by all means 
at their disposal against colo¬ 
nial powers which suppress 
their aspirations for freedom 
and independence.” Virtually 
every subsequent resolution 
by the General Assembly con¬ 
cerning colonialism, indepen¬ 
dence and self-determination 
has reaffirmed the right of 
colonial peoples to use all 
means available, including par¬ 
ticularly, armed struggle. 
Through the historic example 
of the freedom fighters of Al¬ 
geria, Guinea-Bissau, Mozam¬ 
bique, Namibia, Azania and 
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Ireland, the General Assembly 
recognized that since a colonial 
power rules by military force, 
any true commitment to the 
principle of self-determination 
requires support for colonized 
peoples who take up arms to 
liberate their country. 

The members of the United 
Nations have also evidenced 
their understanding that effec¬ 
tive support for anti-colonial 
struggle requires a thorough 
condemnation of any attempt 
by the colonial power to dis¬ 
credit the freedom fighters by 
treating their actions as domes¬ 
tic crimes, and the absolute 
necessity of protecting the 
physical and mental well-being 
of captured guerrillas. Accord¬ 
ingly, the General Assembly 
has repeatedly resolved that 
captured anti-colonial freedom 
fighters must be treated as Pri¬ 
soners of War, a position fully 
in accord with the Additional 
Protocols to the Geneva Ac¬ 
cords, which expand the defi¬ 
nition of “international con¬ 
flict" to include wars of natio¬ 
nal liberation, create a pre¬ 
sumption that captured com¬ 
batants are entitled to Prisoner 
of War status upon claiming it, 
and direct that this presump¬ 
tion must stay in force until a 
competent tribunal determines 
the prisoners' true status. In 


Resolutions 33/127 and 3 3/24. 
adopted in 1978, the General 
Assembly has recognized that 
even Prisoner of War status 
may not afford sufficient pro¬ 
tection, and demanded “the 
immediate release of all in¬ 
dividuals detained or im¬ 
prisoned as a result of their 
struggle against colonialism," 

As this Committee has 
found in its Resolutions of 
1973, 1976, 1978, 1979,and 
last year, the people of Puerto 
Rico unquestionably are sub¬ 
ject to colonial domination by 
the U.S. and are fully entitled 
to independence and self-de¬ 
termination. Those who take 
up arms to resist U.S. colonia¬ 
lism and fight for Puerto Rican 
independence are therefore en¬ 
titled to the full protection of 
all U.N. Resolutions concern¬ 
ing the treatment of captured 
anti-colonial freedom fighters. 

Last year, when we brought 
the case of the Eleven before 
this body, the Commitee stated 
in its Resolution that it “con¬ 
demns the imprisonment of 
those fighting for the indepen¬ 
dence of Puerto Rico”. This 
declaration apparently was not 
sufficiently specific to cons¬ 
train the illegal and repressive 
actions of the U.S. government. 
Rather, U.S. authorities have 
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intensified their attack on the 
Eleven and the independence 
movement. 

Last fall, they charged the 
Eleven ana freedom tighter 

Oscar Lopez-Rivera, who was 
captured later and tried in 
July of 1981, under a domestic 
“seditious conspiracy” statute 
which makes it a serious fede¬ 
ral crime to organize to “op¬ 
pose by force the authority” 
of the U.S, government, (18 
U S Code, sec 2384 ) U.S, 
authorities thus brought to 
bear on the Eleven a law which 
has been invoked only twice 
before during the past fifty 
years — in 1936 to imprison 
Albizu Campos, Juan Antonio 
Corretjer and the entire leader¬ 
ship of the Nationalist Party 
in Puerto Rico, and again in 
1955 against Lolita Lebron, 
Irvin Flores, Andres Figueroa 
Cordero, Rafael Cancel Miran¬ 
da and the other leaders of the 
Nationalist Party in the U.S. 
The U.S. government has bra¬ 
zenly criminalized the very 
form of anti-colonial struggle 
which this Committee and the 
General Assembly have re¬ 
peatedly endorsed. It was for 
this “crime” of pursuing inde¬ 
pendence for Puerto Rico that 
the Jileven were convicted after 
a show trial complete with dy¬ 
namite-sniffing dogs, transport 


by helicopter, and media lies 
to instill fear of the “demonic 
terrorists.” The Eleven once 
again declared their right to 
Prisoner of War status and re¬ 
fused to participate in any 
way. The judge, a former ITS, 
Army intelligence officer, sen¬ 
tenced them to 55-90 addi¬ 
tional years in prison, and said 
he would have had them all 
executed, if he could. 

Not satisfied with impri¬ 
soning these freedom fighters 
for life and branding their 
movement as “terrorist”, the 
U.S, government set out to iso¬ 
late and harass them to turn 
against their people and move¬ 
ment, The Eleven were kept 
for the most part isolated from 
each other. They were prohi¬ 
bited from communicating 
with each other by mail, forced 
to spend long periods of time 
in special punitive isolation 
cells, and denied proper medi¬ 
cal care and para-le_gal visits. 
Their mail and other corres¬ 
pondence about the indepen¬ 
dence movement was censored 
severly and even destroyed. 

Maria Haydee Torres 
was placed in a special “be¬ 
havior modification” isolation 
section of aU.S. prison in West 
Virginia, until public outrage 
forced her release into the 


DE PIE Y EN LUCHA 


54 

general population. In the case 
ot' Alfredo Mendez, the autho¬ 
rities found the weakness of 
character they were looking 
for, in the course of a more 
covert operation. At the end of 
April, 1981, they removed 
Mendez from his cell at Pontiac 
State Prison In Illinois, without 
any notice to his family or the 
attorneys who served as his le¬ 
gal consultants. For the next 
three months they held Mendez 
in total isolation from his loved 
ones and from the community 
of friends and supporters with 
whom he had worked over 
many years in pursuit of inde¬ 
pendence for his people. While 
the ex-U.S. Army Intelligence 
judge rebuffed all of our efforts 
to invoke the Writ of Habeas 
Corpus in order to have Mendez 
produced in open court, or to 
let his wife and lawyers see him 
government interrogators — 
holding out the possibility of 
release from prison—employed 
their sophisticated techniques 
of behavior modification to 
gradually break his spirit, un¬ 
dermine his beliefs, change his 
perceptions, and ultimately 
program his mind. The Alfredo 
Mendez who reappeared in 
July to testify against Oscar 
Lopez-Rivera and the indepen¬ 
dence movement was not the 
same Alfredo Mendez we all 
had kii^wn. 


The aims of the U.S.goV' 
ment were clearly expt 
through out the well-reheat 
testimony presented by IV 
dez. As part of their prog; 
to discredit the movemen 
“terrorists” and to crimina 
the freedom fighters, 
government had Mendez tes 
to a concocted story < 
ccrning plans to kidnap 
son of the U.S. Presid 
Ronald Reagan, Jr,, a se 
lionali.it headline-grabbing 
allegedly communicated 
Mendez while in prison 1 
person active in the open 
movement for independt 
Mendez 1 script referred se 
times to the clandestine n 
ments’s alleged contacts 
interaction w ith leaders o 
Movimtento de Libera 
Nacional (M.L.N.), an c 
legal group working in 
Puerto Rican communitit 
Chicago and New York 
Puerto Rican independ 
and in support of the ar 
clandestine movement ant 
captured Prisoners of Wat 
a result of Mendez’ lies, 
lessor Jose Lopez, a leadc 
the M.L.N. w'ho addressed 
Committee on its behal 
1979, has been summarily 
illegally discharged from 
teaching position at No 


DE PIE Y F!M LIJCHA 


eastern Illinois University in 
Chicago, and there appears to 
be a significant possibility of 
additional seditious conspiracy 
charges against him and other 
members of the M.L.N. 

Other activists in the mass 
movement for Puerto Rican 
independence have also come 
under attack. Labor leader 
Norberto Cintron Fiallo and 
two other activists were framed 
on armed robbery charges in 
Puerto Rico, and two M.L.N, 
cadre are awaiting trial on 
similarly fraudulent charges in 
Chicago. At the same time, 
Cintron Fiallo, Carlos Noya 
Muratti of the Liga Socialista 
Puertorriquena, and Carlos 
Rosario Pantojas are being 
held in U S. jails because they 
have refused to testify before 
a colonialist Grand Jury which 
is attacking the independence 
movement under the cover of 
investigating “terrorism/* 

Despite the U.S. govern¬ 
ment’s escalating attacks 
against the revolutionary in¬ 
dependence movement, it 
continues to mature and 
develop. A new armed move¬ 
ment organized in elandestinity 
with a political-military focus 
has firmly planted itself within 
the Puerto Rican struggle. 
There are different organi¬ 
zations, one in the U.S. and 
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four in Puerto Rico, which 
operate separately but unite to 
undertake certain actions. 
Three of the organizations 
which operate in Puerto Rico, 
united for a punitive anti- 
imperialist action to avenge 
the assassination of Angel 
Rodriguez Cristobal, a leading 
member of the Liga Socialista 
Puertorriquena, who was found 
with a gash on his forehead, 
hung in his cell, in a U.S. 
prison in Florida, having been 
sent there for challenging the 
U.S. Navy’s shelling of the 
off-island of Vieques. 

The united action took 
place on December 3, 1979, in 
Sabana Seca. Two U.S. sailors 
were killed and ten others 
were wounded, while the 
patriotic forces escaped un¬ 
scathed. The Sabana Seca 
Communications Center is a 
maximum security communi¬ 
cations and intelligence in¬ 
stallation of the U.S. Navy. The 
Puerto Rican guerrillas struck 
a blow to a sensitive spot. 

Sabana Seca was not, how¬ 
ever, an impetuous impro¬ 
vised patriotic reaction. It was 
preceded and followed by 
other important operations of 
the revolutionary Puerto Rican 
movement. On January 12, 
1981, the Ejercito Popular 
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Boricua — Machetcros carried 
out a spectatular operation at 
the Muniz Air Force Base, 
which stands alongside the 
international airport* 

The Macheteros entitled 
this action “Pitirre II,” as 
Sabana Seca had been ‘‘Pitirre 
L n Not since the Vietnamese 
Tet Offensive have so many 
U.S. fighter planes been 
destroyed in one single action* 
Ten planes were demolished, 
with $45 million dollars in 
damage. Within the last year 
other armed actions have in¬ 
cluded a coordinated attack 
on the island's communications 
stations which disrupted all 
Caribbean air traffic for 14 
hours, as well as bombings of 
the FBI headquarters in San 
Juan, and other federal 
buildings. Last winter a power¬ 
ful undetonated guerrilla bomb 
was discovered in the 
supposedly impregnable U*S k 
Fort Allen, wreaking havoc 
with LLS, plans to send Cuban 
refugees there. 

Clearly under international 
law, captured Puerto Rican 
armed combatants are entitled 
to Prisoner of War status. 
Prisoner of War recognition 
was specifically applied to 
Puerto Rican freedom fighters 
by the Congress of the Inter¬ 
national Association of Demo¬ 


cratic Lawyers in Malta last 
November. In addition, this 
status has been affirmed by 
other international organiza¬ 
tions as well as organizations 
in Puerto Rico and the ITS. 

While we are mindful of 
the diplomatic considerations 
that may have affected the 
Committee's decision last year 
to avoid giving direct recog¬ 
nition to the Prisoner of War 
status of guerrillas who attack 
the U.S. government in its 
home territory, there must not 
be a different standard of pro¬ 
tection for Puerto Rican 
freedom fighters merely be¬ 
cause the historical conditions 
dictate that they wage their 
urban guerrilla war within the 
belly of U.S. imperialism. 

Since the anti-colonial prin¬ 
ciples were first embraced by 
the United Nations in response 
to the struggle of the Algerian 
people, carried on in both the 
colonized territory and the 
metropolitan mainland, the 
right to use all necessary means 
includes the right to wage the 
anti-colonial war by attacking 
the colonial power in its home 
base. 

The right to fight coloni¬ 
alism on a second front, within 
the metropolis, is particularly 
legitimate for the people of 
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Puerto Rico, since half of them 
have been literally driven from 
their homeland, forced by U.S. 
expropriations of their coun¬ 
try's natural wealth to emigrate 
to the mainland in search of 
jobs, and then subjected to 
continuing colonial oppression. 
Since the effects of colonialism 
are ‘as real and devastating in 
the U.S. as in Puerto R ico, self- 
determination and armed 
struggle for liberation are the 
inalienable right of the Puerto 
Rican people in both places. 

Likewise, the principle 
which permits resort to “all 
necessary means” to defeat 
colonialism does not contem¬ 
plate externally-imposed re¬ 
strictions upon the target, and 
methods chosen by the free- 
dom fighters. Those who 
struggle for the true liberation 
of their people do so under 
broad principles of justice and 
humanity, and are not to be 
constrained by labels of 
‘Terrorism” promulgated by 
the colonizing power. The real 
terror is the evil of colonial 
oppression and exploitation, 
which pervades all aspects of 
life in Puerto Rican and in 
Puerto Rican communities in 
the U.S. The targets hit by the 
armed clandestine movement 
have consistently been institu¬ 
tions, installations and facilities 


of colonial-imperial power over 
Puerto Rico. 

In many respects it is the 
Puerto Rican clandestine move¬ 
ment fighting directly against 
the U.S. government that 
carries the heaviest of burdens, 
on behalf of all freedom-loving 
people of the world including 
the oppressed masses of the 
United States. Significantly for 
all of us, it is in part the U.S. 
government's reaction to the 
rise and impetus of the Puerto 
Rican armed clandestine move¬ 
ment that has generated U.S. 
President Reagan's new foreign 
policy emphasis on combatting 
“international terrorism.” It is 
through this policy that the 
Reagan government attempts 
to discredit and criminalize the 
guerrilla fighters in the 
Caribbean, Latin America and 
throughout the world, claiming 
that these movements are 
terrorist organizations financed 
by the Soviet Union. It is on 
this fraudulent basis that the 
U,S. government can send 
troops to El Salvador and 
Guatemala, destabilize J amaica 
and threaten the people's 
governments of Grenada and 
Nicaragua. 

In the case of Puerto Rico— 
like the French in Algeria, the 
Portuguese in Africa and the 
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British in Northern Ireland — 
the U.S. government attempts 
to define the actions of the 
armed movement as an inter¬ 
nal problem posed by criminal 
acts of terrorism, which should 
only concern the domestic po¬ 
lice and intelligence apparatus. 

Already a U.S. Senate Sub¬ 
committee has been formed as 
a propaganda voice against in¬ 
ternational and domestic ter¬ 
rorism, as well as to develop 
legislation to deal with ter¬ 
rorism. One of the first persons 
to testify was author Claire 
Sterling, a leading spokesper¬ 
son for the existence of a so- 
called international network of 
terrorism financed and directed 
by the Soviet Union. 

In Puerto Rico, a coordi¬ 
nating body made up of the 
C.I.A., F.B.I., U.S. military in¬ 
telligence and local police, aid¬ 
ed by grand juries, has been or¬ 
ganized. According to colonial 
governor Carlos Romero Bar- 
celo, the Puerto Rican efforts 
will serve as a prototype for the 
kind of organization necessary 
to defeat “terrorism” through¬ 
out the Caribbean and Central 
America. 

The criminalization of the 
eleven Puerto Rican freedeom 
Fighters, as well as the incar¬ 
ceration of Carlos Noya Mu- 
ratti, Carlos Pantojas and Nor- 
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berto Cintron Fiallo for refus¬ 
ing to cooperate with U.S. 
Grand Juries, is the very imple¬ 
mentation of this policy. If 
Puerto Rican freedom fighters 
arc successfully branded as 
“terrorists” and their actions 
criminalized, the U.S. govern¬ 
ment will have taken another 
step in portraying Puerto Rico 
as an internal problem, while 
at the same time strengthening 
its program to destroy the 
liberation movements through¬ 
out the Caribbean and Latin 
America. 

For this body to withold 
Prisoner of War recognition to 
captured Puerto Rican comba¬ 
tants is to deny the revolution¬ 
ary road to independence its 
legitimate status and the pres¬ 
tige and power of this forum 
to generate international sup¬ 
port. Further, the specific rec¬ 
ognition of the Eleven as pro¬ 
tected persons under internat¬ 
ional law would materially af¬ 
fect their treatment in U.S. 
prisons. Even now plans are 
being made to open a special 
maximum security U.S. wo¬ 
men’s prison, with isolation 
cells for so-called “aggressive 
behavioral problems.” 

It was the Resolutions of 
this Committee in 1978 and 
1979 concerning Puerto Rican 
(cont on pg. 66 ) 
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REPORT TO THE U.N. 

COMMITTEE ON 
DECOLONIZATION 

17 TO 21 OF AUGUST 
1981 

Mr. President: 

Members of the United Nations 
Committee on Decolonization: 

I come before you as a re¬ 
presentative of the Unitary 
Committee Against Repression 
and in Defense of the Political 
Prisoners (C.U.C.R.E.). As in 
previous years, we will deal, 
specifically, with the repressive 
conduct of the U.S. govern¬ 
ment against Puerto Rican 
Patriots. 

To speak of repression in 
Puerto Rico is to detail the 
history of Colonialism in our 
country. We could also say the 
opposite: the history of colon¬ 
ialism has been the history of 
repression. Imperialism has re- 
pressively unleashed its power 
against all our peoples demon¬ 
strations of our life and cul¬ 
ture. Our people have had to 
continually fight and struggle, 
to resist in order to survive 


and reaffirm ourselves as a 
nation in the face of the suf¬ 
focating ties of colonialism. 

From the basic demands 
of the working class to the 
demands of our people’s cul¬ 
tural life, we suffer a constant 
policy of (systematic and plan¬ 
ned) repressive attacks. In the 
political struggle for our Nat¬ 
ional Independence these at¬ 
tacks are carried out in their 
most brutal and insolent form. 

The U.S. government ig¬ 
nores, with an Imperial and ar¬ 
rogant attitude, the U.N. char¬ 
ter, its resolutions on the right 
of all peoples to national in¬ 
dependence, It refuses to lis¬ 
ten to this organization’s re¬ 
solutions regarding the specific 
case of Puerto Rico, and in¬ 
stead increases its repressive 
measures. This is a desperate 
attempt to hold back the st¬ 
ruggle of our people. 

Our people have had no al¬ 
ternative but to resort to all 
forms of struggle, including 
armed struggle, in order to re¬ 
sist and be heard by Washing¬ 
ton and the world. Thus, as we 
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briefly review the latest cases 
of repression, you will sec that 
they are related to distinct sec¬ 
tors of the population and they 
entail various realms of strug¬ 
gle. 

[ his year, 3 years will have 
passed since the Massacre at 
Cerro Maravilla, This action 
was a trap, prepared by the 
Puerto Rican police, in which 
they assassinated 2 young in- 
dependentistas, Carlos Soto 
Arrjvi and Arnaldo Dario 
Rosado, 

The investigations carried 
out by journalists, the Law 
School and political organi¬ 
zations, have demonstrated 
the guilt of the governor and 
high government officials, in 
the planning and execution of 
the assassination. The U.S, 
Justice Department carried out 
a make believe investigation, 
as a result of the popular in¬ 
dignation, and exonerated the 
guilty ones. 

To this day, they continue 
to persecute, harass, kidnap, 
beat and fabricate cases against 
the young independentistas, 
Guillermo Segarra, Ramon 
Rosado, Leoncio Figueroa and 
John Saunders, because they 
are witnesses related to these 
shameful incidents and others 
committed by the police. Our 
committee is seriously worried 
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about their lives. 

Three years ago Pablo Mar- 
cano and Nydia Cuevas were 
arrested and sentenced, for 
having seized the Chilean Con¬ 
sulate. Today* they are serving 
the 12 year sentence imposed 
by the U.S. courts in Puerto 
Rico. They were expatriated 
to U.S. prisons where their 
most basic human rights are 
violated and they arc kept far 
from their families. As a result 
of the CUCRE’s work, we were 
able to send one of Nydia 
Cuevas* sisters from Puerto 
Rico to the U.S., at Christmas 
time, so she could have her 
first and only family visit in 
two years. 

During this month of Au¬ 
gust, and while this Committee 
is meeting, North American 
Imperialism is carrying out the 
largest naval maneuvers in re¬ 
cent years. Under the mean¬ 
ingful name of Adventures in 
the Sea, the U.S. is preparing 
yet another military adventure 
against Cuba, Nicaragua, El 
Salvador and the peoples of 
the Caribbean basin. Thou¬ 
sands of tons of explosives 
will be thrown 'against the 
martyred island of Vieques. 

The U.S. Navy, not satis¬ 
fied with having decimated the 
population, impeded its eco- 
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nomic development, and taken 
control of % the territory and 
coasts ofVieques for its shelling 
practice, will continue to in¬ 
flict irreparable damage to 
the environment and ecology 
during this bombardment. 

Activists in the mobiliza¬ 
tion for the rights of the peo¬ 
ple of Vieques and to drive 
out the U.S, Navy, have been 
imprisoned and assassinated 
The vile murder of Angel Rod¬ 
riguez Cristobal is still fresh in 
our memory. 

Cases against the President 
of the Fisherman's Association 
of Vieques, Carlos Zen on, his 
legal assistant and activist in 
the struggle against the Navy, 
Attorney Pedro Saade, are still 
pending in U.S, Courts, They 
want to sentence them for 
having entered beaches in Vie¬ 
ques restricted for military 
practices. 

Jose Antonio Laboy,an in- 
dependemista, is still in prison, 
for having exercised his right to 
self-defense when members of 
the police forces, dressed as 
civilians, tried to kill him. He 
is serving a sentence of from 7 
to 15 years in prison. 

In 1980, before this Com¬ 
mittee, we denounced the 
Puerto Rican police's attack 
against the Carrasquillo Villa¬ 


nueva family. This poor family 
was thrown out of the house 
they had lived in for 16 years* 
In the attack the father was 
wounded and the mother mur¬ 
dered, leaving 6 children or¬ 
phans* 

Today, we denounce that 
the murderers are free and the 
persecution, shootings and im¬ 
prisonment of hundreds of fa¬ 
milies who live in the towns 
called Pueblo Indio, Sin Miedo, 
Adolfina Villanueva and ot¬ 
hers continue, towns of home¬ 
less families which have taken 
over land to build houses. Cur¬ 
rently, one of their leaders, 
Miguel Gonzalez, is in prison. 
At any moment, the riot squad 
could carry out an attack ag¬ 
ainst them, since they have 
orders to destroy them. 

Repression is not only car¬ 
ried out against our people in 
Puerto Rico. More than a mil¬ 
lion and a half Puerto Ricans 
live in the forced to mi¬ 
grate to the metropolis because 
of the conditions existing in 
our country. 

Currently, 11 compatriots 
accused of belonging to the 
Armed Forces of Puerto Rican 
National Liberation, headqua- 
tered in the U.S., are in prison. 
Their sentences range from be¬ 
tween 30 to 90 years in prison* 
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They claim to be prisoners of 
war, captured in combat ag- 
ainst North American Inter¬ 
vention, perpetrated in 1898. 
They do not recognize the jur¬ 
isdiction of U.S. courts to try 
them. 

These companeros are not 
criminals. They are freedom 
fighters* they have the right 
to be treated according to the 
Geneva Conventions on Treat¬ 
ment of Prisoners of War. The 
General Assembly of the Uni¬ 
ted Nations, the 12th of Oct¬ 
ober, 1970 approved Resolu¬ 
tion 2621, which condemns 
any form of Colonialism, de¬ 
clares it a criminal act and re¬ 
affirms the inalienable right 
of any colonized people to use 
any form of struggle, including 
armed struggle, in search of 
Freedom and National Inde¬ 
pendence. 'This resolution con¬ 
siders captured Independence 
Fighters as Prisoners of War, 
to be treated according to the 
Geneva Convention of August 
12, 1949 and its additional 
protocols. 

The Unitary Committee 
Against Repression, repeats 
our support for the demand of 
these 11 patriots and calls up¬ 
on this Committee to consider 
it. 

Since the action in Sabana 
Seca when a U.S, Navy bus was 


ambushed on December 3, 
1979, repression, in new forms, 
has increased. At that time 3 
clandestine organizations: Fue- 
rzas Armadas de Resistencia 
Popular (F.A.R.P,), Grganiza- 
cion de Voluntarios por la 
Revolucion Puertorriquena (O. 
V.R.P.X and Ejercito Popular 
Boricua-Macheteros, assumed 
responsibility for the entire 
operation in which 2 marines 
died and 8 were wounded. 

The U.S. government took 
this action as a pretext to 
activate the use of the yankee 
Federal Grand Jury, expanded 
F.B.I. offices in Puerto Rico, 
and created a Task Force com¬ 
posed of the F.B.L, U.S. Se¬ 
cret Sendee, Navy Intelligence 
Service, the CL A., U.S. Na¬ 
tional Guard in Puerto Rico, 
and the Puerto Rican police. 
Since that time, hundreds of 
Puerto Ricans have been perse¬ 
cuted and harassed* The Task 
Force has visited the neighbor¬ 
hoods, workplaces, family and 
friends of Independentistas. 
Several people have been call¬ 
ed before the Grand jury, 
some have been imprisoned 
and cases have been fabricated 
against others. 

WHAT IS THE FEDERAL 
GRAND JURY? 

It’s the repressive institu- 
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tion, par excellence, of North 
American imperialism. Secret¬ 
ly composed, it is selected 
from a special list of citizens 
who, in their work, business 
or some aspect of their lives, 
depend on or are closely tied 
to the U.S. government. 

The law which created the 
Grand Jury allows the F.B.I. 
to act with complete dis¬ 
regard for the constitutional 
rights which should protect a 
citizen from the abuses of the 
state. 

For example: you don’t 
have the right to legal repre¬ 
sentation at a Grand Jury, 
they can cite anyone to appear 
before the Grand Jury any 
time they want, under penalty 
ux contempt; the citizen loses 
the right not to incriminate 
himself, he must submit to the 
whims of the F.B.I., without 
any limits of a judicial process; 
give hair, writing, voice sam¬ 
ples, photos, appear before a 
line-up, present all required 
documents, answer all ques¬ 
tions asked of him, and any¬ 
thing else you could imagine, 
under penalty of being im¬ 
prisoned if he doesn't do it. 

The penalty for not co¬ 
operating, in other words for 
refusing to betray your coun¬ 
try, for not giving informa¬ 
tion on your family, friends 
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and companeros, for not co¬ 
operating with the government 
which denies freedom to 
Puerto Rico, for not betray- 
ing your principles and convic¬ 
tions, I repeat, the penalty for 
this honorable behavior is pri¬ 
son, until you decide to co¬ 
operate or for the life of the 
Grand Jury — F.B.I,, which 
cited you, 18 months. 

You are imprisoned, with¬ 
out having a formal accusa¬ 
tion lodged against you, with¬ 
out having had a trial, and 
without finding you guilty of 
any crime whatsoever. And, 
as if this isn’t enough, you 
could be imprisoned for the 
rest of your life. When the 
first period of 18 months is 
up, you can be cited again 
by another Grand Jury, suc¬ 
cessively until infinity. 

This is the case of the 
worker, the son of a poor 
family, student of sociology 
and independentista, Carlos 
Rosario Pantojas. He has 
already been cited twice. He is 
currently serving a second 
time and could be called a- 
gain and imprisoned for a 
third time. And what is he 
accused of, what trial was 
held, what crime is he guilty 
of? NONE 

His only crime is that of 
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thousands of Puerto Ricans: 
to firmly maintain his patrio¬ 
tic convictions and not co¬ 
operating with the country 
which oppresses his. 

Another person imprison¬ 
ed, serving for his first time, 
for not cooperating with the 
federal Grand Jury-F.B.I. is 
Carlos Noya. Carlos Noya is 
a militant in the ’struggle 
for Independence and Social¬ 
ism, and a member of the 
Central Committee of the 
Socialist League. This organ¬ 
ization has been a consistent 
defender of the right of our 
people to Independence and 
to employ armed struggle to 
conquer it. He is active in the 
defense of Vieques and is a 
member of our committee. 

Furthermore, Noya, along 
with the Secretary General of 
the Socialist League, is a wit¬ 
ness to the strength and high 
spirits of Angel Rodriguez 
Cristobal, a few hours before 
he was assassinated by North 
American authorities in prison 
in Tallahassee. Angel Rod¬ 
riguez Cristobal also w^s a 
militant of the Socialist 
League. 

Carlos Noya has been 
doubly punished by North 
American authorities, by being 
expatriated to a federal prison 
in the U.$. far from his fam- 
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ily, neighbors, friends and 
companeros, to a prison popu¬ 
lation of a different culture 
and language. 

A case which, perhaps, 
illustrates the arbitrary, a- 
busive and persecuting ends of 
the Grand Jury against the 
Independence movement with 
greatest clarity, is the situ¬ 
ation of Norberto Cintron- 
Fiallo, Norberto is currently 
serving his first term of im¬ 
prisonment for not cooperat¬ 
ing with the Grand Jury/ 
FBI. 

Norberto Cintron is a well- 
known labor leader in our 
country, and he has visited 
other countries as a labor re¬ 
presentative as well He is 
an Independentist and Social¬ 
ist. 

Norberto was arrested in 
January, along with 2 other 
independentistas and accused 
of robbing a bank. The ar¬ 
rest occurred just several days 
after the Revolutionary Party 
of Puerto Rican Workers car¬ 
ried out an armed action a- 
gainst Munez Air Base. 

Norberto, along with 
another one of the accused, 
Adalfredo Santos, was abs- 
solved of all charges by a Jury. 
Nevertheless, he is still a pri¬ 
soner. 
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The U.S. government con¬ 
trived to keep them in prison, 
even when they were cleared 
of all charges. During the 
trial, the U.S.’s desires to im¬ 
prison him, however they 
could, were obvious. First 
the bail was excessively high. 
It was only lowered after a 
long battle. 

While struggling to lower 
the bail, he was twice called 
before the Grand Jury. He re¬ 
fused to cooperate, but he 
wasn't charged with contempt 
at this rime. 

But days after he was 
released on bond, he was cited 
by the F.B.I. to appear before 
the Grand Jury. Once again 
he refused to but this time, 
since he was free, he was jailed 
for contempt. 

The case of Norberto 
Cintron is clear: he faced a 
trial, was cleared of any char¬ 
ges, but remained a prisoner 
without being charged, with a 
trial, without a sentence, with 
a crime. As if this weren’t 
enough, he was expatriated to 
a U.S. prison, barely 3 weeks 
ago, far from his family and 
companeros. 

Companero Jorge L. Albizu 
Orta, who was accused along 
with Norberto and Adalfredo, 
was found guilty. He is fac¬ 
ing a possible sentence of 25 


years in prison. 

Gentlemen, members of 
the Decolonization Commit¬ 
tee, today, we present you 
with the perspective of a peo¬ 
ple in struggle for their Na¬ 
tional Independence, and of 
imperialism, which represses 
this struggle in order to 
maintain Puerto Rico under its 
colonial domination. 

This is the action of a 
member of the United Nations: 
the U.S., in open violation of 
the U.N. Charter, Resolution 
1514-XV of 1960 and this 
Committee’s Resolutions of 
1978, 79„ 80 regarding the 
case of Puerto Rico. 

The Unitary Committee A- 
gainst Repression believes that 
the U.S. must be condemned 
by the Committee on Decolo¬ 
nization as a flagrant violator 
of the principles which direct 
the U.N. and the right of 
Puerto Rico to national inde¬ 
pendence. 

Furthermore, we call on 
you to send a Special Commit¬ 
tee to visit Puerto Rico, to 
which we can present the 
testimony of those who suffer 
from the repression and are 
unable to come testify before 
you. 

We demand that the U.S. 
immediately end the harass- 
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C.U.C.R.E. ... 

ment and persecution of Inde¬ 
pendence fighters and the im¬ 
mediate and unconditional re¬ 
lease of all political prisoners 
and prisoners of war. 

We call on this Committee 
to ask the General Assembly 
to examine, as a separate 
question in the 37th session, 
the question of Puerto Rico. 

We do not want to end 
before thanking this Com¬ 
mittee for the support it has 
given and we are sure will 
continue to give to the cause 
of Puerto Rican Independence. 

Many Thanks, 

Federico Cintron 

ORGANIZATIONAL 
SECRETARY,UNITARY 
COMMITTEE AGAINST 
REPRESSION AND IN 
DEFENSE OF THE 
POLITICAL PRISONERS. 


PRESENTATION BY 
LEGAL CONSULTANT 

Nationalist freedom fighters 
Lolita Lebron, Rafael Cancel 
Miranda, Irvin Flores, Oscar 
Collazo and Andres Figueroa 
Cordero which had a marked 
affect on their treatment in 
U.S. jails and significantly as¬ 
sisted the campaign for their 
release. 

I urge this Committee to 
act quickly and forcefully to 
demand Prisoner of War pro¬ 
tections for the eleven impri¬ 
soned Puerto Rican patriots. 
Last week one of the Eleven, 
Oscar Lopez-Rivera, wrote to 
you, Mr. Chairman, requesting 
an audience with this Commit¬ 
tee to set forth the views of the 
Eleven on the situation of the 
liberation stuggle of Puerto 
Rico and their status as cap¬ 
tured anti-colonial fighters. I 
also urge this Committee to 
send a representative to meet 
with Mr. Lopez and the others, 
and to investigate whether 
these prisoners are being treat¬ 
ed in accordance with human 
rights and international law. 
This would be an important 
first step in implementing the 
resolutions of this august body 
concerning the proper status 
and treatment of captured anti¬ 
colonial freedom fighters. 

THANK YOU 
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★ ON THE STRATEGIC 
ALLIANCE OF THE 
ARMED MILITARY 
FORCES 

-BLACK LIBERATION ARMY (B.L.A.) 


★ STATEMENT 

-RED ARMY FACTION (R.A.F.} 
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ON THE STRATEGIC ALLIANCE 
OF THE ARMED MILITARY 
FORCES 


On October 20th, 1981, 
under the leadership of the 
Black Liberation Army, Black 
Freedom Fighters, and North 
American Anti-imperialists, 
all members of the Revol¬ 
utionary Armed Task Force, 
attempted an act of expro¬ 
priation of $1.6 million from 
an armored Brinks truck. 

Brother Sekou Odinga, our 
comrade who was captured 
in Queens, was not involved 
in the Brinks incident, Sister 
Fulani Sunni-Ali, Chairperson 
of the Peoples Center Coun¬ 
cil of the Republic of New 
Afrika, was not involved in 
the Brinks incident in any 
fashion, and is not a member 
of the Black Liberation Army. 
Eve Rosahn was not involved 
in the Brinks incident, nor is 
she a member of the Revolu¬ 
tionary Armed Task Force. 

Although there have been 
historical differences between 
Black Revolutionary Freedom 
Fighters and North American 
Anti-Imperialists, there were 
overriding events that called 


for this significant alliance. 
These events were; 

1. The killing of Black 
men in Buffalo. 

2 + The collaboration of 
the Ku Klux Klan and the 
Federal Bureau of Investiga¬ 
tion in North Carolina, and 
the subsequent disclosure of 
Bill Wilkinson as an FBI 
informant. 

3. Fourteen unsolved 
murders of Black women in 
Boston. 

4. The on going murders 
of children in Georgia* 

5. The shooting of four 
Black women in Alabama. 

6. The stabbing deaths 
ot Black men in New York 
City, 

7. The use of KKK, Police 
and the United States Army as 
mercenaries in the Dominica 
invasion. 

8. The KKK use of the 
Department of Parks for 
its war re-enactmcnt of para¬ 
military training. This is a 
clear indication of government 
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support for right wing fascist 
military training. 

9. The government assas¬ 
sination of Black activist 
Yulanda Ward in Washington, 
D.C. 

10. The consistent use of 
mercenary forces in putting 
down the Miami Rebellion. 

Based upon an evalua¬ 
tion of these events, a de¬ 
centralized intelligence stra¬ 
tegy was embarked upon by 
the revolutionary forces to de¬ 
termine the capability to se¬ 
parate rhetoric from real mili¬ 
tary action, especially con¬ 
cerning the capability of vigi¬ 
lante armies, and armies out¬ 
side the United States mil¬ 
tary complex, that can im¬ 
plement urban terror on the 
Black and Third World po¬ 
pulation, and to assess the 
McCarthy-like period we are 
in — and to devise a response. 

An intensive two year in¬ 
vestigation was embarked 
upon which had people who 
were living underground for 
years, non-active in the mili¬ 
tary, reactivated and assigned 
to infiltrate and assess the 
major fascist organizations. 
This investigation led them to 
the Kian in Connecticut and 
North Carolina to determine 
FBI and local police com¬ 
plicity. It led them to the 


69 

so-called Christian community 
to determine their military 
preparedness in their drive 
for survival. It led them to 
investigate the international 
fascist network in North 
America and its tentacles into 
the Caribbean, citing the as¬ 
sassination of Walter Rodney 
and their complicity in top¬ 
pling the Manley government 
in Jamaica. 

Facts stemming from this 
intelligence are: 

1. That the Black population 
in North America is the num¬ 
ber one focus of all the above 
organizations, e.g., illustrated 
in their fliers, and their targets 
used for shooting practice. 

2. The law enforcement agen¬ 
cies, from the local poEce, 
Federal Bureau of Investiga¬ 
tion, Secret Service, and Cen¬ 
tral Intelligence Agency, have 
directly, through their alumni 
or various associations out¬ 
side their own structures, 
used federal money, taken 
from the Law Enforcement 
Assistance Administration 
budget, fo participate in said 
organizations, through lending 
their expertise and financial 
backing, and use of classi¬ 
fied information on their 
enemies. 
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3. Members of the ruling 
class have been used to back 
these organizations. John 
Connally financed the mercen¬ 
ary plot against Dominica. 
H. Ross Perot financed the 
failed Iran hostage rescue. 
The Hunt family finances 
North Carolina Klan activity 
through the sale of South 
African Krugerrands. 

4. A mass propaganda pro¬ 
gram on white America to 
build an hysteria against 
communism and crime to per¬ 
petuate vigilantism, to cover 
the fascist approach to geno¬ 
cide by these white people, 
and to cover up the specific 
programs of the above forces. 
To move for more tolerance 
on the part of White America 
to accept and participate in 
this situation. 

5. The government anti- 
terrorist force is formulated 
under the same ideology as 
the civilian, so-called race 
terror forces. Richard M. 
Nixon and his staff in the FBI 
and Justice Department are 
the government’s originators 
of said program. Reaganomics 
is used to force the survival 
of the Black and Third World 
population to a situation 
where the apartheid^ system 
will be the norm in urban 
communities. And to put 


blue and white collar workers 
into law enforcement related 
situations, thereby having con¬ 
trol over the system as a 
whole. 

The Revolutionary Armed 
Task Force assessed that the 
time to respond was NOW. 
It could no longer be a wait- 
and-see program. The normal 
process of watchdog commit¬ 
tees, that generally halted 
these conspiracies, such as the 
NAACP, the Urban League, 
and Klan Watch, have been 
ineffective in exposing the 
true nature of the crisis. 



The fact that the Black 
Liberation Army had inter¬ 
woven into the fiber of the 
Black community clandes¬ 
tinely allowed the Army to 
have a finger on the pulse 
of the Black Community as 
well as the Anti-imperial:?: 
movement. The left move¬ 
ment has emphasized its work 
against the pro-nuclear forces 
and works within the bour¬ 
geois framework. They are 
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unprepared to understand the 
fact that they have been 
targeted and are therefore 
incapable of responding. The 
lack of response by pro¬ 
gressive people to the Moral 
Majority has allowed for a 
right wing backlash against all 
women. 

On the other hand, the 
Black Community responded 
to the propaganda and condi¬ 
tions by resisting at the 
basic level of survival. The 
astronomical amount of law 
enforcement films, the blatant 
average American racist dis¬ 
respect of Black people, and 
the conditions illustrated from 
talk shows and editorials, to 
the passive wait-and-see atti¬ 
tude toward the effects of 
Reaganomics on Black people 
and poor people, illustrated to 
us that the time to respond 
and to stop the flow of fascist 
racist repression is nqw and in 
this period. 

One clear fact is that all 
the racist organizations are well 
financed. Different from the 
1960s and 70s, when Black 
people offered their money, 
checks and funds to enhance 
the public resistance to racism, 
cutbacks and loss of jobs have 
eliminated monies available to 
Black people. Black people 
have no control over their com¬ 


munities. Jobs do not exist, 
welfare lines are longer. The 
money to feed the handi¬ 
capped, the aged, and the 
unemployed all have been cut. 
The lack of respect for the 
elders in the Black community 
and the low level of nationalist 
programs have led our youth 
to respond to the programs of 
oppression and their insecu¬ 
rities as human beings by in¬ 
flicting petty vicious crimes 
internally. We oppose such 
crimes, and since we under¬ 
stand the conditions that 
create these situations, the 
Revolutionary Armed Task 
Force decided that: 

1. The masses in the urban 
areas must develop people’s 
self-defense units to defend 
themselves NOW! 

2. Programs are needed to set 
positive revolutionary ex¬ 
amples for our youth, and 
must be developed in practice 
and in theory NOW! 

3. The urgency to accumu¬ 
late millions of dollars under 
the political control of the 
most advanced revolutionary 
elements for the use of various 
types of programs in the com- 
munties, from cultural, child 
care, to health care, must be 
secured NOW! 

4. There will be no 
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BLACK HOLOCAUST. It will 
be the motivation and deter¬ 
mination of the combatants in 
the field to prevent such an 
occurence. Therefore we say: 
THE COMRADES WHO are 
in jail are not criminals. They 
are Prisoners of War, and they 
are HEROES. They are heroes 
struggling against RACISM, 
FASCISM, AND IMPERIAL¬ 
ISM. The Black combatants 
follow in the tradition of Den¬ 
mark Vesey, Nat Turner, Mark 
Essex, Ahmed Evens, Harriet 
Tubman, Twyman Myers and 
all those who have stopped the 
flow of un contested violence 
and repression against the 
Black community. The white 
combatants follow in the tra¬ 
dition of John Brown, who 
organized masses of white 
people to fight against slavery 
and repression. 

Even though this particular 
military battle failed, the goals 
should always set the example 
for our youth and true revolu¬ 
tionaries. To set the record 
straight, WE HAVE NEVER 
SHOT OR KILLED ANYONE 
WITH THEIR HANDS IN 
THE AIR SURRENDERING. 
We have not kicked in doors 
with guns in hand to murder 
sleeping people. Even though 
we know where many children 
and families of the law enforce¬ 


ment agencies live we have 
never charged the wife for the 
crime of the husband nor 
attacked innocent children. 

—We charge the Black 
community to relinquish their 
fear of the enemy and to stop 
robbing each other, and to go 
to the fascist multi-national 
corporations where the risk is 
the same and the act more 
political. 

—We charge the intellectual 
aspects of the Black com¬ 
munity to come forward and 
clearly identify this era of 
Black Resistance to imperi¬ 
alism and colonialism and in¬ 
terpret the current events to 
the Black community. 

—We charge the artists to 
create a clear presentation of 
our conditions wherever they 
can. 

—We charge the Black and 
progressive press to do the in¬ 
vestigation of our intelligence 
reports to celebrate the factual 
information from our heroes. 
To speak to the Geneva 
Accords in relation to our 
Prisoners of War. 

—To all conscious Black 
and Third World people: re¬ 
main diligent. If you don’t 
intend to fight, don’t be afraid 
to speak and resist. 
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—To our comrades in 
Azania/South Africa, who we 
have aided politically, econom¬ 
ically, and militarily, our con¬ 
tinued support is assured. 

We send our sofcdarity to 
all members of tl*' Revolu¬ 
tionary Armed Taskforce. 

THE BODY AND MIND 
OF MTAYARI SHABAKA 
SUNDLATA (s/n Samuel 
Smith) WILL NOT BE LAID 
TO REST IN VAIN. WE WILL 
CONTINUE IN HIS SPIRIT 
AND DISCIPLINE TO 
CARRY OUT HIS RESPON¬ 
SIBILITIES IN THE IN¬ 
TEREST OF THE COLLEC¬ 
TIVE AND HIS PEOPLE. 

WE MUST HAVE A NATION! 
WE MUST HAVE AN ARMY! 

THERE WILL BE NO 

BLACK HOLOCAUST! 




ATTACK THE CENTERS, 
BASES AND STRATEGIES 
OF THE NORTHAMERICAN 
MILITARY MACHINE! 
COMBAT IMPERIALIST 
WAR WITH THE INTER¬ 
NATIONAL WAR 
OF CLASSES 

Today, we, the Sigurd 
Debus Commando of the 
German Red Army Faction 
have attacked the general head¬ 
quarters of the yanqui Air 
Force in Europe, located in 
Ramstein. The U.S. imperialists 
will not be able to prepare 
their planes for world domi¬ 
nation in peace. They want 
war! They want to go against 
history, situating themselves 
outside of the historical reality 
when the offensive of the 
national liberation movements 
will make the United States 
surrender its imperialist 
power on a world scale. They 
intend to destroy the military 
equilibrium between the 
socialist countries and the im¬ 
perialist states. They have al¬ 
ready declared explicitly that 
they want to again become the 
most powerful country in the 
world, to dominate one and all. 
This means that they are pre¬ 
paring for an outright war on 
all fronts-in Europe and the 
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Third World. 

All their steps taken with¬ 
in the last 10 years have been 
toward this end, such as: a 
technological renovation of 
armaments and a new struc- 
turalization of their war ma¬ 
chine that began with the cul¬ 
mination of the Vietnam 
war. The realization of the. 
long term N.A.T.O. plan, the 
manufacture of the Neutron 
bomb, the war against inter¬ 
national “terrorism,” that in 
reality is nothing more than a 
series of methods to destroy 
the popular resistance in 
Western Europe and which 
serves the same purpose as the 
genocide in El Salvador, or the 
N.A.T.O. military coup in 
Turkey. 

Now the emphasis of the 
war of extermination has again 
returned from the Third World 
to Western Europe where it 
began. The RAF understands 
that if we fail to halt this 
development it means our 
annihilation. 

We must understand that 
imperialism is a system which 
means total extermination and 
will continue until the moment 
when the revolutionary re- 
sistence is sufficiently strong 
enough to destroy it. 

Our response to all the 


fantasies of escape and resig¬ 
nation to a nuclear inferno and 
the complementary wishes of 
those helpless pacifists is that 
this monster can be overcome if 
we here m its center elevate 
the revolutionary resistence to 
the height of the current 
situation. 

Ramstein which is the 
headquarters of the U.S. Air 
Force and of the N.A.T.O. 
Air Command in Europe, and 
is also the largest airport out¬ 
side of the U.S. will be the 
center of the nuclear war in 
Europe. It is from Ramstein 
that the Cruise Missiles, Per¬ 
shing U’s, and the U.S. spy 
planes-AWAC’s will be de¬ 
ployed. 

U.S. military strategy is 
the last resort of a politic of 
a chain of imperialist : states. 
To this is adopted all the poli¬ 
tical, economic, and social 
means which will determine 
the development of the 
societies in the member 
N.A.T.O. countries In this 
system the imperialist politics 
will be expressed in its totality. 

It is the slow death of an 
industrialized routine 

It is the destruction of 
the struggle to survive. 

It is the lack of perspective 
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of life and its alienation. 

It is inhuman war, the ten¬ 
dency to replace men with 
machines. 

It is the destruction of the 
sanitary conditions of life by 
the industries, nuclear plants, 
chemicals, and prisons. 

It is the control and the 
canalization of the expressions 
of life with the intent of 
suppressing them if they can 
not be utilized opportunisti¬ 
cally by the system. 

He who wants to struggle 
against imperialist var 
must struggle against the des¬ 
truction of the imperialist 
system! 

Develop a Resistence 
against annihilation—Towards 
a Revolutionary Front in 
Europe! 

We must continue to 
struggle in the metropolis 
along with 3rd World revolu¬ 
tionaries. 

RED ARMY FACTION 
* Dee. 31,1981 


ATTACK THE CENTERS, 
BASES AND STRATEGIES 
OF THE NORTHAMERICAN 

MILITARY MACHINE! 
COMBAT IMPERIALIST 
WAR WITH THE INTER¬ 
NATIONAL WAR 
OF CLASSES 

Today, we the Gudrun 
Ensslin Commando of the 
German Red Army Faction 
(R.A.F.) have attacked General 
Kroesen, commander of the 
troops of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization, N.A.T.O. 
stationed in Central Europe. 

Kroesen is one of the North 
American generals who truly 
embody the imperialist politics 
of the U.S. regarding Western 
Europe and even the Gulf of 
Iran. 

He is the one who decides 
what weapons to employ in 
every minute of the confron¬ 
tation. He is the one who de¬ 
cides when to destroy through 
the use of conventional wea¬ 
pons, and where and when 
neutron bombs will be used. 
He is the one who rules over 
the North american troops 
stationed here in order to in¬ 
tervene in Europe and even in 
the Gulf of Iran. He is the 
strategist 'who along with 
Rodgers is called to the Pen- 
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tagon to decide when to in¬ 
tervene in cases such as Iran. 
He is one of the U.S. military 
officials who want to replace 
Schmidt* Genscher, Strauss, 
Kohl or whomever, in order 
to openly govern the R.A.F, 
the moment that the revolu¬ 
tionary resistence accelerates 
against the colonial status of 
this country. 

For many years now the 
intelligence sources have been 
compiling data on the left in 
the computer headquarters 
based in Heidelberg, 

Kroesen also regularly visits 
the States Attorney to review 
the situation with him. This 
coordination and the reports 
of western secret service agen¬ 
cies, including those of NATO 
are utilized to determine the 
war strategy to be used against 
guerrillas in Western Europe. 

Western Europe has be- 
come a section of the world 
front. It is the region where 
the yanquis possess everything, 
but it is also the key point 
where it will be decided if the 
liberation process continues 
on a world scale. 

The struggle in the metro¬ 
polis can hair the world im¬ 
perialist aparatus until together 
with 3rd World revolutionaries 
we can achieve liberation. This 
can only be achieved through 
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a continuous transformation 
in the process of development 
of the revolutionary resistence^ 
Resistence means an 
attack against counter-revolu¬ 
tionary agPCSsioti; resistence 
means placing yourself its the 
context of the guerrilla*. The 
armed struggle, the struggle in 
the context of the Prisoner of 
War, and the militant anti- 
imperialist struggle are the 
lines which are being formed 
in unity in the revolutionary 
Front in Western Europe. We 
must take all struggles for a 
just way of life and make 
them part of the Front. We 
must make ours the struggle in 
support of the Prisoners of 
War and Political Prisoners in 
Germany, Ireland, Turkey, 
Italy, and Spain! The armed 
struggle in Western Europe 
will topple this imperialist 
center — struggle with us! 

RED ARMY FACTION 
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WHO WE ARE 




MOVIMIENTO DE LIBERACION NACIONAL 

Since its founding in 1977, the Movimiento de Liberacion 
National (M.L.N.) has marched to the forefront of the Puerto 
Rican and Chicano/Mexicano revolutionary struggles, impacting 
the political development in the United States, in Puerto Rico, 
and Mexico* 

In the course of the last 5 years, the M.L.N. has successfully 
fought major battles against repression, attempts to isolate it 
and discredit it before our people, opportunism and reformism in 
the ranks of the movement, and outright counter-revolutionary 
politics manifested in some pro-independence organizations. 
Most importantly, it has placed the question of armed struggle 
on the political and programatic agenda of the movement* 

These achievements by a small organization-although 
present nation-wide within the U.S.-is the result of its strategic 
conceptualization of the struggle, its scientific approach to 
theory and practice, and its organizational character as a cadre 
and not a mass organization* Its strong reliance on discipline 
and collectivism, criticism and self-criticism and constant 
evaluction of its methods of work and their impact on the 
movement and the masses of our people, give it its distinct 
character in relation to petty bourgeois and neo-Marxist organi¬ 
zations. 

Finally, the M*L*N. is not in the process of creating a name 
for itself through sensational media performances. It seeks to 
establish its name through patient and correct work among the 
people. We are not in competition with the rest of the movement, 
but instead involve ourselves in the lengthy and patient process 
of effective organization. 
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